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CHAPTER  T. 


Our  Harvest  Field. 

The  golden  harvest  crowns  the  hills, 

Rich  plenty  fills  the  plain  ; 
To  toiling  man,  God's  bounty  yields 

Fruits,  grass,  and  ripened  grain. 

Beautiful  and  cheering  is  the  promise 
of  a  good  growing  harvest. 

Making  a  trip  through  the  great  region 
covering  the  grain-growing  States  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Iowa, 
one  sees  the  grand  agricultural  heart  of 
our  country.  Looking  out  upon  the  hills 
and  valleys,  as  one  passes,  on  such  a  jour- 
ney, during  the  early  part  of  summer, 
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the  extent  of  the  coming  harvest  is  to 
some  good  degree,  manifestly  discernible. 
Great  farms  under  high  cultivation,  from 
their  broad  fields  promise  abundant  crops. 

Hills,  crowned  with  growing  hopes  of 
the  husbandman,  and  rich  vallevs,  in  ans- 
wer  to  man's  toilsome  care,  fill  up  the 
year  s  promises,  with  all  earth's  plentiful 
products.  Dotting  the  fair  landscape  are 
happy  rural  homes,  adjacent  to  the  re- 
maining strips  of  virgin  forest;  and  the 
fresh  fields  of  luxuriant  grass,  and  later 
summer  grain,  and  the  broad  patches  of 
the  deeper  green,  peculiar  to  the  Indian 
corn— all  promise  plentifully  to  gladden 
man,  and  fill  up  the  full  measure  of  his 
huge  Switzer  barns,  together  with  their 
attached  cribs  and  capacious  granaries. 
All  this  joins  to  give  us  an  enlarged  con- 
ception of  the  bounteous  promises  in  the 
coming  harvest. 

Nature  and  kind  Providence,  seconding 
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the  work  of  man,  throughout  all  the 
broad  land,  promise  to  reward  his  faith- 
ful industry,  with  manifold  returns.  In 
stately  grandeur  and  repose.,  the  exube- 
rant country  lies  before  us,  with  the  ex- 
pectant and  prolific  harvest  growing  to 
maturity;  but  which  must  all  run  to  ruin 
and  irretrievable  waste,  unless  laborers 
be  found  who  may  timely  gather  it. 

Our  Saviour,  in  some  such  surrounding 
view,  perhaps  from  some  grand  sloping 
hill  side,  looking  out  upon  the  promising 
abundant  harvest,  usually  so  productive 
in  its  yield  from  the  rich  soil  of  the  Holy 
Land,  could  thus  use  the  impressive  fig- 
ure to  teach  His  disciples.  He  instructs 
them,  by  this  illustration,  as  to  the  spirit- 
ual promise  and  in-gathering  of  souls  into 
His  kingdom.  With  this  before  them, 
they  learn  indeed  that  The  Harvest  is 
Great, 

If  we  now  have  the  same  divine  Teach- 
i* 
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er,  the  same  figure  used  in  the  lesson,  and 
the  same  glorious  subject  to  engage  our 
attention — we  will  find  the  same  mystic 
truth  taught  us  in  our  day,  in  regard  to 
the  Church.  It  may  be  shown  to  hold 
true  in  reference  to  the  whole  Catholic 
Church ;  but  it  will  suffice  to  consider 
its  truth,  with  respect  to  our  Reformed 
Church.  Let  us  address  ourselves  to  the 
divine  lesson  thus  taught  us.  And  may 
God  bless  it  to  our  good,  and  to  the  glory 
of  His  name ! 

EXTENT  OF  THE  FIELD. 

In  the  same  great  States,  to  which  ref- 
erence has  been  had,  in  exhibiting  the 
broad  belt  of  agricultural  promise,  in  the 
very  heart  of  our  great  country,  we  have, 
as  a  church,  also  a  most  striking  illustra- 
tion of  the  great  promise  of  our  spiritual 
harvest.  For,  in  this  most  interesting 
and  promising,  as  well  as  the  most  pro- 


OUR  HARVEST  FIELD. 


1 


ductive  and  richest  portion  of  our  land — 
there  especially,  our  Reformed  Church 
holds  its  home.  Much  significance  is  in 
that  fact  alone.  It  speaks  of  latent 
strength,  and  growth,  and  productive 
blessings  for  the  people. 

God  has  most  wonderfully  given  us  a 
rich  inheritance  in  this  land  of  promise, — 
and  of  the  future.  Its  principal  home  is 
in  the  very  richest  belt  of  territory  that 
spans  our  great  country.  The  strength  of 
the  hills,  which  is  His  also,  belongs  large- 
ly to  our  central  home;  and  the  teeming 
millions  of  the  fertile  valleys  in  the  grow- 
ing West,  contain  for  us  untold  and  unde- 
veloped strength.  In  rural  and  produc- 
tive agricultural  districts,  and  in  rich 
mineral  regions,  we  have  the  most  sub- 
stantial foundation;  and  the  solid  mate- 
rial for  future  history  lies  all  about  us. 
This,  in  itself  is  at  once  an  item  of  no 
small  account,  in  considering  the  special 
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work  by  our  divine  Lord,  to  us  in  our 
mission  here,  historically  entrusted. 

Besides  this  substantial  and  solid  rural 
element  of  power  in  the  near  future,  cities 
also  with  fast  multiplying  populations, 
whose  mere  numbers,  in  short  years  in- 
crease in  almost  fabulous  ratio,  are  now 
acknowledged  to  contain  large  proportions 
of  material  belonging  to  our  spiritual  do- 
main. Time  was,  when  our  home  was 
almost  exclusively  confined  to  some  of  the 
most  secluded  rural  districts.  But  the 
force  of  circumstances,  has  changed  the 
theatre  of  our  history,  and  now  for  some 
time  the  stream  of  our  church-life  is  set- 
ting in,  to  flow  in  the  broader  current  of 
progress,  population  and  prosperity. 

Not  only,  the  plain  un-sophisticated 
country  places,  with  their  un-adulterated 
habits  and  thoughts,  contain  our  people ; 
but,  as  the  densely  inhabited  rural  dis- 
tricts, annually  pour  their  fresh  tide  of 
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adventuring  people  into  the  larger  towns 
and  cities;  so,  in  these  also,  we  come  now 
to  have  growing  interests.  Among  these 
influxes,  from  large  country  congrega- 
tions, to  the  towns  and  cities,  are  found 
our  active,  enterprizing  and  substantial 
young  people. 

LOSS  BY  NEGLECT. 

During  long  years,  these  for  the  most 
part  were  helplessly  allowed  to  be  lost  to 
us,  and  to  Christianity— or  were  per" 
chance  gathered  in  by  others,  to  become 
in  turn  their  strength  and  fatness,  to  our 
relative  and  ultimate  loss.  What  grow- 
ing life,  what  vigor,  what  strength,  what 
cream  has  thus  been  drained  from  our 
church  in  the  years  that  are  past!  It 
cannot  even  now  be  said,  that  we  are  not 
allowing,  by  our  still  slow  and  faint  efforts, 
by  our  suicidal  folly,  this  same  evil,  in  too 
many  places  still  to  afflict  us,  and  sap 
our  life  in  the  growing  cities. 
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Thousands  are  yet,  by  our  inefficiency 
and  neglect,  annually  compelled  either  to 
turn  their  backs  upon  their  true  spiritual 
mother,  or  else  live  without  the  enjoyment 
of  any  means  of  grace  afforded  by  her  to 
them.  Large  churches,  liberal  congrega- 
tions, and  influential  Christian  organiza- 
tions for  good,  have  been  thus  potentially 
lost  to  us  in  the  cities;  and,  in  but  few 
"places  as  yet,  have  there  been  proper 
attempts  made  to  cure  the  evil.  What 
has  of  late  years  been  done  in  some  cities, 
ought  to  have  been  done  in  hundreds 
more — and  must  yet  be  done,  if  our 
church  does  her  duty. 

AN  EXAMPLE. 

How  our  own  neglect  works  against 
us,  is  easily  seen.  A  young  man  of  abil- 
ity and  enterprize,  for  instance,  finds  the 
corner  store  of  a  cross-road,  or  small  coun- 
try village,  too  contracted  a  place  for  his 
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activities  and  business  energies.  He  re- 
moves as  a  stranger  perhaps  to  a  city. 
Once  there,  he  starts  business  as  best  he 
can.  His  country  honesty,  frugality  and 
economy  enable  him  sooner  or  later,  to 
build  up  a  name,  a  prosperous  business, 
and  a  fortune  comes  along  with  it. 

If  he  has  not  forgotten  all  the  force  of 
the  truth  he  learned,  in  answer  to  the 
first  question  of  the  Catechism,  he  has 
probably  sought  out  and  found  some  spir- 
itual home ;  in  which  he  and  his  growing 
family  may  worship  God.  If  he  carries 
with  him  into  his  church  relations  and 
duties,  the  same  degree  of  zeal  and  effi- 
ciency, that  he  has  shown  in  his  business, 
he  is  soon  recognized  as  an  active  work- 
ing power  in  the  congregation.  The  gain 
to  them  in  this  one  man,  thus  is  our  loss. 

He  finally  in  the  natural  course  of 
things,  becomes  a  leader,  or  an  elder,  a 
pillar  of  strength  in  the  church.  His 
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family,  his  wealth,  his  influence,  his  ac- 
tivity and  his  zeal,  all  go  to  the  building 
ujD  of  other  operations  than  ours.  Gen- 
erations afterwards,  through  long  series  of 
fruitful  results,  can  trace  up  their  begin- 
nings to  that  one  man,  Ah  !  it  is  a  sore 
loss  not  to  provide  for  and  retain  such,  if 
it  be  only  one  man  at  a  time?  So  this 
case  is  repeated  year  after  year;  and  from 
this  one,  we  can  learn  how  it  is  with  the 
many. 

LONG  DRAINS. 

But  the  aggregate  loss  of  material  thus 
incurred  by  our  church  can  never  be  fully 
known.  Had  we  provided  for  colonizing 
uch,  their  growing  families,  and  wealth, 
and  useful  work,  would  all  go  towards 
strengthening  our  own  stakes  and  length- 
ening our  own  cords.  But  as  it  is,  another 
and  another  follows;  each  perhaps  un- 
known to  the  rest,  until  in  almost  every 
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community,  large  town  or  city,  enough 
material  has  thus  been  lost  to  us,  to  have 
of  itself,  if  it  had  all  been  there  gather- 
ed and  turned  to  right  account,  made  our 
church  in  such  places  strong  in  numbers 
and  influence  for  good.  We  are  not 
what  we  might  have  been,  because  we 
have  not  provided  for  and  retained  such 
men  and  with  them  our  best  material  re- 
sources. 

Family  after  family,  from  almost  every 
eastern  congregation  or  community,  re- 
moves, year  by  year,  to  some  portion  of  the 
broad  West.  Settling  in  every  conceiva- 
ble relation,  except  with  reference  to  the 
existence  of  our  church  organizations; 
perhaps  so  far  apart,  as  to  preclude  the  or- 
dinary possibility  of  coming  together  from 
far  and  near,  into  a  congregation;  they 
are  all  a  dead  loss  to  our  church.  Thus 
dissipated  and  scattered,  without  any 
knowledge  of  each   other's  wants,  our 
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home  strength  is  drained  off,  and  the 
church  is  correspondingly  weakened,  with- 
out our  gain  at  other  points. 

If  the  strength  thus  drawn  from  our 
old  charges  only  went  to  enrich  and  in- 
crease the  other  similarly  dispersed  ele- 
ments, it  would  make  in  due  time  if  pro- 
perly cared  for  and  gathered,  strong  and 
efficient  churches  in  those  new  homes. 
But  our  church  must  confess,  that  if 
even  so  disposed  to  organize  such  mate- 
rial now,  she  could  not  furnish  ministers 
for  the  hundreds  of  such  places  immedi- 
ately requiring  this  attention  at  the  hands 
of  our  authorities. 

IMMIGRANTS. 

Besides  this  immense  home  element 
thus  continually  flowing  out  to  waste  and 
utter  loss,  there  is  another  exceedingly 
interesting  and  important  portion  of  the 
more  populous  districts,  large  towns  and 
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cities,  which  claims  our  earnest  and  early 
attention.  We  refer  to  the  large  German, 
Swiss,  French  and  Bohemian  immigra- 
tions; which  are  annually  pouring  into 
our  country  many  thousands  of  souls.  In 
some  of  our  large  cities  these  and  their 
immediate  descendants,  form  a  large  and 
respectable  proportion  of  our  entire  popu- 
lation. Even  some  whole  Western  States 
are,  with  some  changed  conditions,  becom- 
ing what  Pennsylvania  largely  has  been, 
almost  from  the  beginning.  Wisdom  will 
not  ignore  this  broad  fact.  Politicians 
know  it,  if  the  church  does  not. 

Any  fair  estimate  of  our  entire  popula- 
tion, would  probably  make  the  aggregate 
of  these  immigrants  and  their  near  de- 
scendants, amount  to  from  one-third  to 
one-sixth  of  the  whole  sum  of  the  people. 
Allowing  then,  but  one-fourth  of  these  to 
belong  to  the  spiritual  oversight  of  our 
church:  and  we  have  at  once,  in  this 
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county  alone,  demanding  our  spiritual 
care,  at  the  lowest  estimate,  between  two 
millions  and  three  millions  of  souls! 

OUTSIDE  ELEMENT. 

In  addition  to  what  may  more  strictly 
belong  to  our  spiritual  care  and  ecclesias- 
tical charge,  there  is  also  a  large  portion  of 
every  community,  outside  of  all  church 
relation  strictly,  to  whom  we  owe  it  as 
much  in  common  as  other  churches,  to 
bear  to  them  the  blessings  of  Christianity. 
To  many  of  these,  we  must  freely  own, 
we  are  in  a  deep  spiritual  sense,  our 
brothers  keeper. 

Our  own  material  strictly,  not  only 
claims  all  due  and  proper  care;  but  those 
not  of  our  family  may  also  call  to  us  for 
bread.  What  is  by  some  called  the  raw 
material,  or  rather  the  unappropriated 
and  unsubdued  elements  of  the  world, 
must  also  be  made  disciples.    And  we 
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have  the  solemn  charge  of  the  great  com- 
mission, to  disciple  the  world,  and  to  teach 
the  divine  commands  to  all  creatures. 
Our  duty  to  them  is  therefore  to  bring 
them  to  evangelical  faith  and  obedience. 

Divinely  commissioned  as  a  teacher  of 
positive  faith,  our  church  holds  this  in 
her  Christological  theology,  and  adminis- 
ters real  sacraments,  as  co-ordinate  with 
the  preaching  of  the  word  of  truth.  The 
call  to  the  work  of  saving  souls,  gives  us 
a  right  and  duty  to  bear  these  to  a  large 
portion  of  our  nation,  which,  as  to»  mere 
patrimonial  inheritance,  belongs  else- 
where. 

It  is  questionable  whether  there  is  pow- 
er in  the  negative  and  eviscerated  Puritan 
system  of  religion,  prevailing  in  New 
England  and  thence,  affecting  a  large 
part  of  the  religious  thinking  of  the  West, 
which  by  courtesy  may  be  called  evan- 
gelical; whether  there  is   saving  power 

2* 
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enough  in  that  to  reach  effectually  the 
millions,  who  belong  to  its  general  life  by 
birth-right  inheritance.  In  this  view  it 
becomes  therefore  a  solemn  question  of 
duty:  Whether  our  symbol  of  pure  faith, 
our  undoubted  Christian  Creed,  with  its 
sacramental  mysteries,  its  Christ-centric 
life,  and  hence  its  divine  power  in  the 
means  of  grace  to  save  souls,  ought  not  to 
be  offered  to  the  many  thousands  who 
are  yet  infidels  and  semi-infidels,  both 
East  and  West. 

No  more  promising  field  for  reaping  a 
rich  spiritual  harvest  can  any  where  be 
found,  than  that  which  thus  presents  it* 
self  to  the  attention  of  our  Reformed 
Church,  in  the  negative  and  empty  "  reli- 
gious societies  "  spread  from  their  original 
home  in  the  East,  all  over  the  broad  West. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  present  the  full 
measure  of  good,  which  might  be  accom- 
plished, in  rooting  out,  by  the  pure  word 
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of  the  Gospel  held  in  a  true  faith,  Uni- 
tarianism,  Universalism  and  their  kindred 
other  worse  forms  of  heresy  and  infideli- 
ty— from  Puritan  New  England,  and  from 
other  parts,  to  where  it  has  spread  into 
the  North-western  States. 

MISSION  WORK. 

There  is  more  real  mission  work  to  be 
done,  with  much  better  results  and  with 
far  more  hope  of  success,  in  this  direction, 
than  in  the  foreign  work,  to  which  so 
much  attention  is  given  from  churches  in 
that  quarter.  Certainly  we  have  as  much 
right,  and  doubtless  also  more  duty,  to 
extend  our  efforts  to  that  field,  than 
others  have  to  send  foreign  missions  to 
Germany,  in  order  mainly  to  proselyte 
Germans  to  the  very  systems  rejected  by 
the  fathers.  Looking  then,  at  the  work 
to  be  done  in  favor  of  pure  positive  Chris- 
tianity, from  this  stand-point,  surely  the 
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harvest  is  great — without  limit  or  meas- 
ure— except  by  our  material  ability. 

Absolutely,  the  field  under  this  aspect 
is  illimitable  in  extent.  But  we  do  not 
wish  to  press  this  beyond  the  plain  neces- 
sities of  the  case,  any  further  than  to 
bring  the  scope  of  our  duty,  into  the  fore- 
ground of  our  view.  In  its  narrowest 
measure,  we  have  more  than  we  can  do. 

Souls  are  perishing — it  were  enough  in 
general  to  know — for  whom  Christ  died, 
who  might  be  saved,  if  the  means  of 
grace,  as  we  are  entrusted  with  them, 
were  brought  within  their  reach.  Ho?/ 
much  of  their  blood  will  be  required  at 
our  hands,  will  depend  on  the  faithfulness 
with  which  we  meet  the  duty  assigned  us. 
God  grant  that  our  Church,  and  her 
members,  may  not  be  found  wanting  in 
our  fidelity  to  the  keeping  of  the  talent 
entrusted  to  our  care,  till  our  Lord  comes ! 

Let  us  now  take  a  nearer  view.  The 
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general  aspect  of  the  great  harvest  field 
thus  brought  before  us,  may  indeed  im- 
press us  with  a  deep  sense  of  the  work  to 
be  done.  But  we  need  yet  to  see  it  some- 
what more  in  detail,  in  order  to  feel  the 
full  force  of  our  duty.  The  whole  aspect 
appears  more  seriously  to  challenge  us,  in 
proportion  as  we  are  brought  near  to  its 
astounding  realities,  calling  for  our  most 
heroic  Christian  labors. 

HOME  WORK. 

The  Reformed  Church  in  this  country 
has,  in  round  numbers,  say-one  hundred 
and  twenty  five  thousand  confirmed  mem- 
bers. There  are  also  nearly  if  not  quite 
as  many  thousands  more  of  baptized,  yet 
un-confirmed  members.  Along  with  this 
quarter  of  a  million  souls,  now  in  our  or- 
ganized congregations,  there  are  also 
others — we  cannot  say  how  many — under 
the   immediate   influence  and  spiritual 
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teachings  of  our  denomination,  who  need 
to  be  provided  by  us,  with  the  means  of 
grace. 

To  minister  to  all  these,  we  have  not 
more  than  five  hundred  pastors.  Some 
of  these,  in  the  thickly  settled  portions  of 
the  east,  have,  it  is  true,  from  one  thou- 
sand to  three  thousand,  or  more  souls  un- 
der their  episcopal  charge,  who  look  to 
them  foi  the  supply  of  their  spiritual 
wants  by  their  ministrations.  Would  an 
angel  assume  so  great  a  responsibility! 

Yet  others  in  mission  charges,  and 
small  organizations  of  the  West,  have  not 
more  than  from  sixty  to  one  hundred 
members,  for  whom  they  are  to  care. 
This  leaves  then,  a  large  part  of  our  ac- 
knowledged people,  absolutely  shepherd- 
less.  If  all  those  for  whom  our  ministry 
should  care,  were  equally  distributed 
among  our  few  ministers;  there  would  be 
given  to  every  one  of  the  small  band  of 
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working  pastors,  from  five  thousand  to 
eight  thousand  souls  each  I  To  minister 
adequately  to  them,  were  indeed  to  work 
miracles !  It  were  like  the  feeding  of  a 
multitude  of  four,  or  five,  or  seven  thou- 
sand  with  one  loaf,  and  without  any  fishes ! 

CHARGES  TOO  LARGE. 

Note  the  fact  too,  that  there  are,  be- 
sides the  fifty  or  sixty  vacancies  in  our 
organized  charges,  which  we  must  consid- 
er particularly  in  another  place,  more 
than  one  hundred  ministerial  fields  that 
need  to  be  divided  and  cut  up  into  small- 
er pastoral  charges.  All  over  the  older 
portions  of  the  church,  East,  and  to  some 
extent  also  in  the  West,  this  is  becoming 
every  day  more  of  a  necessity.  Not  only 
in  the  country  charges,  where  usually 
from  four  to  six  and  more  congregations 
are  served  by  the  same  pastor,  but  also 
in  some  of  the  larger  towns,  where  only 


24 


OUR  HARVEST  FIELD. 


one  organization  exists,  the  church  is  too 
overgrown  for  one  man;  and  another 
congregation  ought  therefore  to  be  formed, 
in  order  to  save  much  precious  material 
from  scattering,  and  from  sheer  neglect, 
running  to  waste,  and  perhaps  to  ruin. 

Other  places  there  are,  probably  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred,  where  the  lines  of 
separation  between  the  German  and  Eng- 
lish portions  of  our  people  not  only  exist, 
but  for  the  well  being  of  both  interests, 
ought  to  be  drawn,  so  requiring  two  sepa- 
rate organizations,  in  which  the  one  does 
not  stand  in  the  way  of  the  success  of  the 
other.  For  want  of  ministers,  our  ability 
to  do  this,  has  incurred  for  us  heavy  loss- 
es in  the  drains  made  upon  us  by  others; 
for,  if  we  are  foolish,  they  are  wise  enough 
to  glean  our  wastes.  This  then,  in  effect, 
also  enlarges  and  increases  the  harvest 
field  of  our  duties,  and  the  necessity  thus 
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upon  us  calls  additionally  for  earnest  and 
capable  laborers. 

FRONTIER  LABORS. 

Perhaps  two  hundred  small  charges 
might  be  gathered  and  organized  also  out 
of  our  scattered  people,  who  have  migra. 
ted  to  various  portions  of  our  country 
where  our  church  has  as  yet  no  banner 
raised  under  which  they  should  rally. 
This  is  true  as  we  all  know,  especially  of 
the  growing  West,  and  also  now?  of  the 
opened  South-west.  Even  as  far  as  Texas 
and  California,  and  all  along  the  Pacific, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  younger  Western 
States  of  the  Union,  our  Reformed  popula- 
tion, foreign  and  American,  are  removing. 
Not  to  follow  them  with  gospel  grace,  is 
to  leave  them  as  sheep  in  the  wilderness 
without  a  shepherd. 

How  many  new  German  congregations 
could  be  formed  in  the  towns  and  cities, 
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where  we  have  as  yet  done  absolutely 
nothing  for  the  foreign  element,  only  de- 
pends upon  our  capacity  to  furnish  pro- 
per men  and  the  means  for  their  tempora- 
ry support.  It  is  astounding  to  see  the 
extent  of  this  rich  field  running  to  waste ! 
It  only  needs  for  one  to  become  familiar 
in  some  small  measure,  with  the  over- 
whelming numbers,  represented  by  this 
population,  to  call  up  most  impressive 
thoughts  of  duty  in  their  behalf  by  our 
Reformed  Church.  Five  hundred  or 
more  unoccupied  fields  of  this  kind  are 
now  white  for  the  harvest.  Oh  what  a 
ripening  field!  What  pressing  call  for 
work! 

Others  seeing  this  great  opening,  are 
eagerly  entering  the  field.  Though  mea- 
surably unfit  for  the  peculiar  work  here 
needed,  Methodists,  Baptists,  Presbyte- 
rians, and  even  Episcopalians  have  tried 
it  ;  and  their  united  labors  are  such  as  to 
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shame  us — and  our  Lutheran  brethren—* 
to  whom  the  work  rightfully  belongs. 
The  Methodists  alone,  not  to  mention  the 
aggregate  efforts  of  all  the  others,  have 
more  German  ministers  than  we  have; 
but  of  course  as  compared  with  us,  a  much 
smaller,  though  by  no  means  insignificant 
German  membership. 

But  still  this  work  is  not  done,  nay 
cannot  be  done,  without  our  church  doing 
her  appointed  share.  We  dare  not  there- 
fore neglect  this  part  of  our  duty;  nor 
may  we  innocently,  and  without  fearful 
responsibility,  leave  it  to  pass  over  into 
other  hands,  which  cannot  do  it  as  well 
as  we  ourselves — to  whom  it  has  been  by 
divine  Providence  assigned. 

Thus  wherever  we  turn  our  eyes,  the 
great  harvest  field  widens,  from  our  very 
feet  to  the  farthest  limit  of  our  vision. 
It  cannot  any  longer  be  neglected  without 
sin.    Thousands  upon  thousands  of  pre- 
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cious  souls  we  see — in  the  worlds  great 
field,  are  still  ungathered.  And  yet  we 
have  looked  comparatively  into  but  one 
small  corner  of  the  wide,  wide  field. 

Viewing  it  from  any  and  every  point, 
it  is  plain  there  is  much  to  call  for  serious 
thought,  if  we  would  do  our  duty.  We 
cannot  be  too  deeply  impressed  with  a 
sense  of  what  is  needed,  if  the  reaping  and 
gathering  is  to  be  done.  Nor  need  the 
great  field  of  the  soul  harvest,  and  the  ur- 
gent call  for  men  to  do  the  work  make  us 
despair.  The  Lord  of  the  harvest  can 
provide  the  needful  means  if  only  we  faith- 
fully employ  them  in  his  service.  Faith 
and  labor,  with  his  blessing,  will  be  able 
to  reap  the  harvest. 


CHAPTER  II. 


Laborers  For  The  Harvest. 

Lord  of  the  harvest !  Thee  we  pray? 
Send  forth  more  lab'rers  day  by  day ; 
Let  thousands  more,  of  faithful  heart, 
In  Thy  great  harvest  share  a  part. 

A  great  spiritual  harvest,  the  field  so 
unlimited  in  extent,  the  prospect  so  rich 
and  promising,  ripening  in  fast  haste, 
whitening  even  now  in  readiness,  with 
threatening  danger  of  running  to  loss  and 
waste;  all  this  calls  unmistakably  for 
laborers.  But  alas!  the  laborers  are  fete! 
far  inadequate  to  the  call  of  our  duty; 
and  we  need  more. 
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Leaving  other  churches  to  settle  this 
matter  for  themselves,  as  every  man  to 
his  own  master  must  either  stand  or  fall, 
we  turn  earnestly  our  attention  to  the 
supply  of  means  and  men,  to  meet  our 
home  want. 

We  have  at  this  time  and  in  proper 
sense,  no  Foreign  missions ;  and  the  ex- 
cuse for  this  is,  that  what  little  we  have 
hitherto  done  and  given,  has  not  been, 
and  cannot  be,  either  properly  accredited 
to  us,  nor  under  our  control.  And  more 
than  the  meagre  mite  that  has  thus  been 
offered,  we  have  neither  the  ministers  nor 
the  material  means  to  spare,  from  our 
more  pressing  home  duties.  And  besides 
that,  we  can  more  profitably  expend  our 
all,  and  more  than  our  whole  available 
strength  and  means,  in  the  Home  Field. 

However  derelict  in  general  duty, 
while  we  know  that,  the  field  is  the 
world;  and  while  our  whole  work  will 
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not  be  done,  until  the  gospel  is  preached 
to  all  creatures,  and  until  all  nations  have 
been  made  disciples;  yet,  we  cannot 
set  aside,  in  the  present  pressure  of 
circumstances,  that  still  more  binding 
special  order  of  our  divine  Lord,  "let  the 
children  first  be  fed."  We  therefore  find 
our  capacities,  for  the  time  being  more 
than  taxed  to  the  full,  in  the  home  work 
of  our  great  harvest.  It  were  folly  for 
us  to  leave  this,  and  spend  or  fritter  away 
our  small  strength  in  foreign  parts,  while 
we  have  not  nearly  done  our  first  and 
most  obvious  work  here  at  hand. 


THE  WORKMEN. 

To  meet  the  overwhelming  wants  in 
the  great  spiritual  harvest  of  our  Home 
Field,  we  have  in  round  numbers,  of  all 
kinds,  five  hundred  ministers.  Some  of 
these  are  already  superannuated;  some  are  * 
otherwise  mostly  from  overtaxed  labor. 
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disabled;  a  portion  are  what  are  called 
inefficient;  and  even  a  small  number,  in 
sound  health,  are  unemployed.  The 
whole  number  of  active,  effective,  success- 
ful, hard  working  ana  Hard  worked,  faith- 
ful ministers,  at  the  command  of  our  Re- 
formed Church,  is  therefore  even  consider- 
ably less  than  the  total  sum  above  given. 
What  are  these  among  so  many? 

Few,  indeed,  far  too  few,  are  they  for 
the  great  work  of  the  harvest,  now  white- 
ning on  our  hands.  One  of  the  peculiar 
misfortunes,  among  many  others,  attach- 
ing to  the  history  of  our  church  from  the 
beginning  in  this  country,  has  been  the 
scarcity  of  suitable  ministers.  Every 
year  our  fathers  felt  the  pressure  of  this 
want  more  and  more.  For  a  long  time, 
the  destitution,  and  the  disadvantages  and 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  supplying  it,  seeni- 
•  ed  insurmountable. 

The  old  pastors,  furnished  without  plan 
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or  general  provision,  by  incidental  occa- 
sion from  the  father-land,  in  numbers  at 
best  far  too  few,  were  in  the  course  of  na- 
ture, from  time  to  time,  wearing  out  and 
dying  at  their  posts.  And  yet  the  work 
scarcely  begun,  made  small  progress  in 
the  face  of  what  was  to  be  accomplished. 
Here  and  there  indeed,  one  and  another 
was  found  to  come  forward,  and  with  he- 
roic zeal  amid  trying  circumstances,  with 
imperfect  preparation  obtained  by  private 
study,  entered  the  ranks.  These  scarcely 
however  made  up  for  the  depleted  num- 
bers occasioned  by  the  disappearance  of 
those  worn  out  and  dying — and  far  from 
supplied  the  solid  ability  of  those  removed 
by  death. 

MEANS  OF  SUPPLY, 

Eventually,  in  their  material  weakness, 
but  with  a  strong  living  faith,  the  church 
founded  institutions,  to  prepare  an  in- 
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creased  and  more  thoroughly  trained  min- 
istry. This  much  at  least  has  been 
gained  towards  meeting  the  crying  de- 
mands continually  made  on  the  church. 

But  still  the  number  of  laborers  is  far  too 
few.  We  have  already  seen,  that  if  the 
whole  field,  old  and  new.  East  and  West, 
English  and  German,  Americans  and  for- 
eigners, in  which  our  Church  is  specially 
called  to  labor,  were  equally  apportioned 
among  all  our  living  ministry ;  the  retired 
as  well  as  the  active,  the  inefficient  as 
well  as  the  successful  counted  in ;  each 
one  would  have  a  diocese  numbering  from  * 
five  thousand  to  eight  thousand,  or  more, 
souls.  At  a  single  glance  it  will  appear, 
how  utterly  inadequate  is  then  our  pres- 
ent supply.  There  is  in  this  single  state- 
ment itself,  a  most  loud  and  stirring  call 
for  laborers.  Many,  oh  how  many,  are 
needed  for  the  work  !  It  is  tamely  ex- 
pressed, to  say  the  laborers  are  few  ! 
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Other  professions  are  not  so  in  want  of 
men.  They  are  full  even  to  overflowing. 
Yet  young  men  pass  by  the  ministerial 
office,  and  crowd  into  the  already  more 
than  full  ranks  of  the  law,  and  the  heal- 
ing art,  and  the  various  trades  and  com- 
mercial professions.  Business,  and  the 
trades  are  surfeited  with  applications  for 
clerks  and  candidates  for  place. 

Young  men  literally  by  the  score,  who 
have  sworn  fealty  to  the  service  of  Christ, 
are  seeking  the  town  and  city,  and  flock- 
ing into  the  marts  of  trade.  On  even 
stinted  salaries,  they  enter  willingly  the 
race  for  gain  and  wealth.  And,  of  the 
number  of  those,  whose  parents  afford 
them  a  liberal  education,  how  very  few 
enter  upon  the  sacred  work  of  the  Chris- 
tian ministry  !  Scarcely  does  the  annual 
supply  make  up  the  natural  loss  sustained 
by  the  ranks  from  death  and  disability. 
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CRYING  WANT. 

Instead  of  five  hundred,  we  ought  now 
to  have  at  least  One  thousand,  Jive  hun- 
dred active  ministers.  Even  these  would 
not  be  enough,  that  every  needy  place 
should  have  one.  But  where  are  the  One 
thousand  and  more,  which  our  Church's 
necessities  now  imperatively  call  for  ?  To 
this  call,  only  a  continual  empty  echo 
comes  back.  Where  are  our  young  men, 
when  the  Church  calls  ?  Of  the  more 
than  twelve  hundred  organized  congrega- 
tions, many  are  from  year  to  year  vacant. 
Some  fifty  or  sixty  whole  pastoral  char- 
ges, representing  quite  a  number  of  our 
best  congregations,  are  to-day  calling  for 
minislers.  If  perchance,  any  of  these, 
after  long  waiting  and  hard  efforts,  suc- 
ceed in  obtaining  the  services  of  a  pastor ; 
it  is  generally,  only  at  the  expense  of 
some  other  one,  which  has  either  foolish- 
ly given  up  their  minister  without  suffi- 
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cient  effort  to  retain  him,  or  perhaps  sin- 
fully in  blindness  driven  him  away,  out 
of  some  prejudice,  or  allowed  some  neigh- 
boring people  to  steal  him  away.  And 
so  the  same  thing  goes  on,  robbing  Peter 
to  pay  Paul — but  adding  nothing  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  the  ministry. 

Where  are  the  men  then,  to  come  from 
to  fill  all  these  home  vacancies  ?  Whence, 
too,  shall  we  obtain  men,  to  enable  the 
already  large  and  overgrown  charges  to 
be  reasonably  sub-divided  ?  And  how 
shall  we  be  so  blessed  with  a  great  in- 
crease of  laborers,  as  to  provide  separate 
pastors  for  the  English  churches,  and  also 
for  the  German  churches  ?  When  can 
we,  at  this  rate,  expect  with  any  good 
hope  to  gather  and  colonize  the  many 
scattered  and  dispersed  members  through- 
out almost  every  region  of  our  land ;  so 
that  the  solitary  may  be  set  in  families  ? 
And  finally,  how  long  shall  it  be,  before 
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we  can  provide,  by  the  hundred,  German 
})astors  of  the  right  heart  and  spirit,  to 
minister  to  the  many  thousands  of  for- 
eign German  immigrants,  in  all  our  large 
towns  and  populous  cities  ? 

HOW  TO  GET  THEM. 

Oh,  beloved  brethren !  pray  ye  the 
Lord  of  the  harvest  to  send  forth  labor- 
ers. Men  after  His  own  heart  are  great- 
ly needed,  who  shall  save  from  loss  and 
ruin,  so  much  of  that  great  harvest,  which 
is  hastening  on,  whitening,  nay,  is  alrea- 
dy ripe  for  the  sickle  !  The  loss  by  neg- 
lects and  blind  oversights  of  the  past, 
ought  now  in  good  earnest,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, to  be  made  up.  In  order  to  this, 
there  must  be  a  felt  want  on  this  behalf, 
ill  all  the  churches.  A  deep  sense  of  our 
duty,  crying  for  more  men  to  reap  the 
great  harvest,  must  enter  into  the  warm 
Church-love  and  Christ-love  of  the  people. 
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Parents  need  to  feel  it ;  so  as  to  take 
up  the  appeal  of  the  Church  coming  down 
through  the  Synods  and  Classes.  Pious 
church-members,  earnest  men  and  women, 
need  to  feel  it ;  till  the  whole  Church,  as 
ruled  in  her  public  or  general  sentiment, 
is  convinced  that  more  ministers  must  now 
be  had.  The  whole  people  need  to  feel 
it ;  so  that  they  make  it  the  subject  of 
their  daily  prayers  and  supplications  to 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  He  would 
send  forth  more  laborers  into  His  great 
working  ministry.  Young  men,  especial- 
ly, consecrated  to  the  Lord's  service  in 
body  and  soul,  property  and  life  ;  these 
need  to  feel  this  great  want,  till  it  moves 
them  to  come  forward  and  present  them- 
selves for  the  work. 

Pastors  also  need  not  only  to  feel  the 
want  of  increased  number  of  laborers ; 
but,  to  preach  it  to  all  their  people  in  the 
general  congregation  ;  to  bring  it  home  to 
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the  consciences  of  the  youth  in  the  cate- 
chetical class;  to  awaken,  in  the  hearts  of 
the  children,  the  future  Church,  already 
in  the  Sunday-School,  holy  aspiration  for 
thus  serving  the  Lord ;  and  to  impress 
it  upon  earnest  ones  in  their  family  visi- 
tations, so  that  the  house-holds  grow  up 
with  this  call  moving  them  to  Christ's 
service. 

Precious  blood-bought  souls,  even  among 
our  kindred  scattered  abroad  in  our  land, 
need  the  services  of  gospel  heralds  and 
able  ministers  of  the  grace  of  God.  J esus 
came  and  lived,  suffered  and  died,  rose 
and  ascended  to  mediatorial  glory,  for  the 
saving  of  other  souls  beside  our  own. 
When  so  many  of  these  need  yet  to  have 
the  gospel  preached,  and  the  holy  sacra- 
ments ministered  unto  them,  shall  we  for- 
ever, or,  till  it  is  too  late  to  save  them, 
lack  ministers  for  the  work  ? 
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"Shall  we  whose  souls  are  lighted 

With  wisdom  from  on  high, 
Shall  we  to  men  benighted 

The  lamp  of  life  deny  ? 
Salvation  !— oh,  salvation  ! 

The  joyful  sound  proclaim, 
Till  earth's  remotest  nation 

Has  learned  Messiah's  name." 

"Till  o'er  our  ransomed  nature, 
The  Lamb  for  sinners  slain, 
Redeemer,  King,  Creator, 
In  bliss  returns  to  reign.'9 


CHAPTER  III. 


Call  to  go  to  Work. 

"Son,  go,  work  to-day." 

Providence  and  Grace  unite  in  making 
known  to  us  the  revealed  will  of  God,  by 
the  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The 
general  revelation,  in  the  Word  of  God, 
is  brought  to  us  directly;  in  the  daily 
course  of  His  providential  dealings,  and 
in  the  gracious  administrations  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  through  the  Church,  we  are 
to  learn  both  to  know  and  to  do  His  will. 
In  regard  to  His  calling,,  by  which  any 
one  of  us  enters  upon  the  common  voca- 
tions of  life,  we  must  be  divinely  led. 
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Either  by  ordinary  or  special  providences, 
every  life  is  to  be  ruled  in  its  calling. 
Without  regard  to  this  rule,  no  life  can  be 
a  success — all  will  be  mistake,  disorder 
and  failure. 

As  truly  then,  as  is  represented  in  the 
parable,  our  Lord  comes  to  His  sons,  and 
calls  them  to-day  to  work  in  His  vine- 
yard. He  shows  them  the  greatness  of 
the  harvest,  the  wide  extending  fields, 
whitening  or  already  ripe,  and  says  :  Son, 
go,  work  to-day,  in  my  harvest.  That  is 
a  real  call  to  labor,  which  is  meant  to  be 
real,  unto  those  to  whom  it  is  addressed. 
How  could.  He  speak  plainer,  or  louder, 
or  more  directly,  than  He  does  in  these 
unmistakable  providences,  by  which  He 
reveals  the  great  work  to  be  done,  and 
the  fewness  of  the  laborers  now  in  the 
harvest  field ! 

Earthly  callings  are,  indeed,  all  solemn, 
if  entered  upon  in  obedience  to  the  voice 
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of  our  Lord  We  have  no  right  other- 
wise, to  move  forward  a  single  step.  But 
if  the  choosing  and  entering  upon  any 
vocation  is  to  be  done  solemnly  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in  obedience  to  His 
call ;  it  is  more  awfully  solemn  to  enter 
upon  the  sacred  office  of  the  holy  minis- 
try. No  one  may  rashly  take  this  hea- 
venly vocation  upon  himself — no  one  dare 
enter  here  except  he  be  called  as  was 
Aaron. 

DIVINE  INTIMATIONS. 

Following  however  the  call  of  our  Lord, 
any  one,  and  every  one  who  hears  His 
voice  thus  calling  him,  may,  as  implicitly 
as  did  Samuel,  or  Paul,  become  obedient 
to  this  heavenly  vision.  How  then  does 
He  now  call  to  this  work  ?  What  does 
He  say  to  you,  my  young  friend  ? 

Work  to  do  !  Work  to  be  done  !  comes 
up  in  divine  intonations  from  every  quar- 
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ter  of  the  great  harvest  field.  Laborers 
are  few  !  Laborers  wanted,  is  as  plainly 
echoed  back  from  every  side.  Whom  shall 
we  send  ?  Who  will  go  ?  How  shall  we 
be  able  to  possess  the  land  ?  Shall  the 
great  harvest  run  to  loss  and  ruin  ? 

The  Church  is  uttering  these  cries,  call- 
ing earnestly  in  her  papers,  officially  ask- 
ing at  the  Synods,  and  imploring  in  the 
annual  meetings  of  the  Classes,  and  al- 
most personally  addressing  you  from  the 
pulpits,  for  more  ministers.  The  Holy 
Spirit,  taking  of  the  things  of  Christ,  shows 
you  the  wants  and  necessities  of  His  body, 
the  Church.  Calls  from  the  destitute 
portions  of  our  Zion  are  continually  reach- 
ing the  ears  of  the  Church  authorities. 
They,  in  turn,  appeal  to  the  youth  of  the 
Church  ;  offer  them  the  advantages  of  in- 
stitutions of  learning ;  give  them  benefi- 
ciary aid  in  case  of  need;  and  invoke 
the  Divine  blessing  on  them  in  the  prayers 


46 


OUR  HARVEST  FIELD. 


of  God's  people  ;  and  stand  ready  fully  to 
commission  them  for  the  work  in  holy  or- 
dination. 

How  could  there  be  a  plainer  case  made 
out  for  those  who  are  willing  to  put  them- 
selves at  their  Lord's  disposal  ?  Yet  how 
few  of  the  ten  thousand  young  men  of 
the  Church  are  to-day  saying  :  Lord,  what 
wilt  Thou  have  me  to  do  ?  Here  am  I, 
send  me  !  Has  not  the  Call,  the  Church's 
Call,  the  Lord's  Call,  reached  many  thou- 
sands of  the  youth  of  our  Zion  ?  And 
yet,  only  a  few,  very  few,  perhaps  five  or 
ten,  annually  offer  themselves  a  living 
sacrifice  to  this  cause. 

•      CORRECT  MISTAKES  OF  THE  PAST. 

Many  sad  mistakes  are  doubtless  thus 
made  for  which  account  will  have  to  be 
rendered  in  the  last  great  day.  Many 
miss,  their  vocation,  and  their  life  be- 
comes a  failure,  because  they  did  not  obey 
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the  voice  of  the  Lord.  Like  Jonah,  they 
are  not  willing  to  go  to  the  work  He  as- 
signs to  them ;  they  run  away  from  the 
ministry,  and  are  caught  up  by  wrorse 
than  the  monsters  of  the  deep.  Unless 
they  have  time  and  place  for  hearty  re- 
pentance, they  may  never  be  able  again  to 
rest  their  feet  upon  the  firm  land,  and  en- 
ter upon  the  true  path  of  obedient  duty. 

Extra  laborers  are  sometimes  employed 
in  common  life,  when  the  work  becomes 
pressing.  In  harvest  times,  the  mechan- 
ics and  others  sometimes  feel  called  to 
quit  their  regular  avocations,  and  go  into 
the  harvest  field.  So,  in  war  times,  ma- 
ny recruits  are  enlisted  or  even,  if  need 
be,  drafted  into  the  ranks  from  other  du- 
ties and  vocations. 

Thus,  what,  may  otherwise  have  been 
their  regular  calling,  is  made  to  give  way 
to  the  special  necessities  of  the  times. 
Why  should  not  the  same  hold  good  for 
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the  present  needs  of  the  Church  ?  Many 
who  might,  in  ordinary  circumstances, 
have  become  useful  farmers,  or  mechanics, 
or  business  men,  or  members  of  the-other 
professions ;  ought  therefore,  to  surrender 
themselves  now  to  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry— because  Christ,  in  the  Church,  so 
much  more,  than  in  those  other  callings 
needs  all  their  services. 

During  the  late  war,  for  instance,  thou- 
sands who  in  more  peaceful  times,  would 
never  have  worn  a  soldier's  uniform,  en- 
tered the  army,  either  as  volunteers,  or 
by  regular  draft.  And  they  became  good 
soldiers,  and  served  their  country  well. 
Though  not  naturally  adapted  by  any 
special  fitness  for  the  profession  of  arms, 
and  perhaps,  not  even,  by  the  regular 
preparation  and  drill,  made  to  excel  as 
soldiers,  more  than  their  natural  aptitude 
for  some  other  calling;  yet,  they  were 
invaluable  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
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So,  may  it  not  also  be,  that  those,  who 
may  not  just  be  most  naturally  fitted  to 
enter  the  Gospel  ministry,  yet,  in  view  of 
the  special  need  for  so  many  hundreds 
more  than  the  Church  now  has,  even 
some  of  the  more  ordinary  talents,  may 
be  turned  to  use  in  that  sacred  calling. 
He,  indeed,  must  have  small  measure  of 
ability,  who  cannot  be  so  trained  and  pre- 
pared that  he  can  do  some  good,  in  our 
present  needs,  in  the  Christian  ministry. 
With  only  a  very  ordinary  capacity,  but 
with  earnest  faith,  a  warmly  pious  heart, 
and  an  humble  obedient  spirit,  almost  any 
young  man  with  the  calling  and  prepa- 
ration given  by  the  Church,  may  in  our 
day  find  a  useful  place  in  the  ministry  of 
reconciliation.  * 

ENCOURAGEMENTS. 

Eeal  humility  is  not  always  the  motive 
for  not  entering  upon  the  work,  to  which 
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such  a  general  call  is  issued.  Moses  in- 
deed objected  to  the  call,  for  lack  of  elo- 
quence ;  Jeremiah  thought  himself  yet  too 
much  a  child;  Jonah  had  not  confidence 
in  his  ability  to  bring  Ninevah  to  repent- 
ance, and  Paul  had  to  remind  Timothy 
that  his  youth  was  not  to  be  despised. 
Even  Paul  himself,  having  a  full  sense  of 
the  tremendous  responsibilities  of  the  sa- 
cred office,  asks :  who  is  sufficient  for  these 
things?  The  Master  knows  well,  whom 
and  when  to  call,  to  His  special  work. 

God  has  chosen  the  small  things  to  con- 
found the  great,  the  weak  things  to  over- 
whelm the  strong,  and  the  things  that 
are  not,  to  bring  to  nought  the  things  that 
are.  So  too,  He  put  this  treasure  in 
earthen  vessels,  that'the  profiting  might 
not  be  of  man  but  of  God.  In  this  sense, 
no  one  is  too  small,  or  too  weak,  or  too 
insignificant  to  be  used  to  His  glory,  in 
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His  gracious  kingdom,  for  the  good  of 
souls. 

Ye,  who  are  slow  of  speech,  He  can 
make  leaders  of  His  hosts.  Ye,  who  are 
yet  inexperienced  in  youthful  years,  may, 
like  Samuel,  early  learn  to  minister  before 
the  Lord:  or  who  like  Timothy,  having 
known  the  Scriptures  from  a  pious  moth- 
er's early  teachings,  may  be  appointed  to 
keep  the  faith,  by  the  grace  deceived  in 
the  laying  on  of  hands,  and  commit  it  in 
turn  to  other  faithful  men.  Ye,  whose 
lips  are  too  unhallowed,  may  like  Isaiah 
have  them  touched  as  with  a  live  coal 
from  the  Lord's  holy  altar.  Ye,  who 
think  yourselves  too  ignorant,  and  without 
requisite  ability,  may,  as  James  tells  us, 
ask  wisdom  of  the  Lord,  who  giveth  lib- 
erally and  upbraideth  not.  Ye,  who 
think  yourselves  too  old  to  begin,  may  re- 
member that  Jesus  was  thirty  years  old, 
and  His  Apostles  must  have  been  more 
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than  that  general ly,  at  the  beginning  of 
their  public  ministry.  Moses  was  eighty 
when  he  became  the  leader  of  Israel. 
Joshua  was  ninety-three  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  bring  the  people  over  the  Jor- 
dan. So,  also,  many  of  the  Reformers 
began  their  work,  at  what  is  now  consid- 
ered a  rather  late  period  of  life. 

Want  of  means,  to  obtain  a  suitable 
preparation,  is  the  lion  in  the  way  of 
many.  Right  at  the  threshold  of  the 
work  this  appalls  them.  The  church,  it 
is  true,  affords  some  aid  to  beneficiaries. 
But  that  does  not  pay  all  their  way  and 
make  it  easy  for  them  to  meet  their  many 
claims,  and  be  honest.    It  only  helps  in 

i 

part.  It  does  not  take  care  of  their 
mothers  and  dependent  brothers  and  sis- 
ters— or,  as  in  the  case  of  one  here  and 
there,  of  his  own  wife  and  children.  Nay; 
it  does  require  hard  self-denial,  long 
toil,  rigid  economy,  lively  faith  and  stern 
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unyielding  perseverance.  We  know  of  at 
least  two  ministers  in  our  church,  who 
without  means  at  hand,  and  without  bene- 
ficiary aid,  secured  the  full  course  of  edu- 
cation required,  by  pleading  before  the 
Lord,  His  promises  contained  in  Psalms 
xxxvii.  3-5.  Of  course,  it  took  also  labor, 
suffering  and  long  years  of  trial. 

EVEN  TO  YOU. 

"Am  I  called?  and  can  it  be? 
Has  my  Saviour  chosen  me  ? 
Vilest  of  the  vile  am  I, 
Dare  I  raise  my  hopes  so  high  ?" 

Young  Christian  brother!  Does  our 
Lord,  who  bought  you  with  His  blood, 
call  you  to  this  work  of  the  ministry? 
Has  he  spoken  to  your  soul  ?  Does  the 
Holy  Spirit  move  your  heart  with  heaven- 
ly grace  to  loving  obedience  ?  Has  the 
cries  of  His  Church  touched  your  con- 
science ?    The  many  and  increasing  wants 
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of  our  Zion,  do  not  these  arouse  your  zeal? 
The  perishing  need  of  souls,  for  whom  our 
Redeemer  shed  his  precious  blood  as  for 
yours,  does  not  that  plead  for  all  your 
help? 

Since  then,  ye  have  learned  from  our 
Catechism  that  ye  are  not  your  own,  but 
belong  to  our  faithful  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ,  by  the  ties  of  blood  and  redemp- 
tion, and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
which  is  your  only  comfort  in  life  and  in 
death,  will  ye  hear  this,  call  of  Christ 
from  without  and  from  within,  to  the  work 
of  the  holy  ministry  in  the  kingdom  ot 
His  grace?  If  ye  do,  the  church  is  ready 
in  due  time,  to  give  you  your  full  authori- 
tative commission. 


CHAPTEE  IV.  . 


To  the  Unemployed. 

"  Ne'er  think  the  victory  won, 
Nor  once  at  ease  sit  down  ; 
Thy  arduous  work  will  not  be  done 
Till  thou  hast  got  thy  crown." 

It  happens  now,  as  in  the  parable  of  our 
divine  Lord,  that  not  always  those  who 
are  willing  to  work,  are  engaged  in  the 
proper  time,  and  place,  and  way.  To  the 
question  directed  to  such :  Why  stand  ye 
all  the  day  idle  ?  they  may  truly  reply ; 
Because  no  man  hath  hired  us. 

In  the  common  callings  and  professions, 
it  sometimes  takes  long  years  to  reach  po- 
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sitions  of  regular  remunerative  employ- 
ment. How  many  years  are  thus  spent, 
by  young  lawyers  !  And  youthful  physi- 
cians often  long  to  grow  grey,  so  that 
they  receive  that  public  confidence  which 
usually  is  bestowed  upon  age  and  experi- 
ence. Young  trades-men  have  to  work 
hard  and  faithfully,  sometimes  for  half  a 
lifetime,  before  their  reputation  secures 
them  a  competency.  The  merchant  must 
buy  or  build  up  a  custom  for  his  house. 

Until  all  this  is  secured,  they  seem 
doomed  in  great  measure  to  relative  idle- 
ness. They  seek  the  market-place  where 
such  bargains  are  made,  and  each  class  in 
sets,  dispose  of  their  time  for  hire.  How 
many  of  these,  is  our  Lord  willing  to  call 
into  His  vineyard  ? 

They  are  all  engaged,  at  whatever  time 
found  ready,  to  enter  His  service.  Those 
who  repair  thither  early  in  the  morning, 
ore  all  set  to  work  at  fair  legal  wages. 
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Others  at  the  third  hour,  and  at  the  sixth, 
and  at  the  ninth  hour,  each  and  all  are 
sent  to  the  work.  Even  down  to  the  ele- 
venth hour,  He  is  willing  to  take  the  small 
remaining  service,  which  the  day  of  life 
will  afford  them  opportunity  to  undertake. 
Each  is  promised  a  suitable  reward.  No 
man  is  required  to  go  a  war-faring  at  his 
own  charges.  None  are  expected  to  serve 
the  Lord  for  naught.  Whatsoever  is  right, 
that  shall  they  receive, — aye,  more  than  a 
strict  legal  contract  only  would  secure 
them.  Those  who  enter  later,  obtain  the 
same  reward  of  grace,  as  those  who  make 
a  regular  bargain  for  the  just  value  of  so 
much  service. 


PROMISE  OF  REWARD. 

Not  only  is  all  this  true,  for  the  gene- 
ral Christian  calling ;  but  is  just  as  true 
also,  for  those  who  hear  the  divine  call 
specially,  to  the  work  of  the  holy  minis- 
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try.  All  they,  who  are  idle — who  have 
no  special  call,  or  no  such  binding  neces- 
sity to  work  elsewhere — when,  they  come 
to  show  a  willingness  to  be  usefully  em- 
ployed, by  going  to  the  place  where  labor 
is  sought  and  offered,  are  at  once  engaged 
on  the  Lord's  own  terms.  If  they  will 
trust  Him,  and  do  His  work,  He  will 
pay  them. 

Soul  hire,  is  the  pay  they  shall  receive. 
While  it  is  true,  that  he  who  desires  the 
ministerial  office  aims  at  a  good  thing,  the 
Scriptures  also  tell  us,  that  he  who  win- 
neth  souls  is  wise ;  and  he  that  turneth  a 
sinner  from  the  error  of  his  ways,  shall 
save  a  soul  from  death  and  hide  a  multi- 
tude of  sins ;  and  they  who  turn  many  to 
righteousness  shall  shine  as  the  stars  for- 
ever.  Who  would  not  strive  to  win  some 
souls,  to  deck  the  crown  of  eternal  rejoic- 
ings in  the  glorious  kingdom  of  Christ ! 

Zealous  for  the  cause  of  the  Lord, 
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there  are  those  now  in  other  avocations, 
who  have  not  been,  and  are  not  now,  sat- 
isfied with  their  life  work.  Here  and 
there,  we  find  men,  who  from  force  of  ap- 
parent circumstances,  or  from  some  mis- 
taken rule  of  judgment,  have  turned 
away  from  the  almost  irresistible  call  to 
enter  the  holy  ministry.  In  early  years 
its  mystic  murmurs  moved  them  till  they 
perhaps  longed  for  it,  prayed  over  it,  and 
were  willing  to  spend  and  be  spent,  in  the 
duties  of  the  holy  office.  But  from  one 
cause  or  another  they  delayed  their  de- 
cision in  its  favor;  until  the  delay  itself, 
it  may  have  been  and  doubtless  was  sin- 
ful, seems  to  have  settled  the  matter  of 
plain  duty — and  now  they  are  in  some 
other  calling.  These  are  in  fact  relative- 
ly standing  all  the  day  idle  because  not 
at  the  right  work — till  the  third,  the 
sixth,  the  ninth,  and  the  eleventh  hour. 
Let  them  now  hear  the  call :  Go — work 
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— and  the  Lord,  who  employs  them,  will 
pay  them. 

CHALLENGE  TO  DUTY. 

Why  should  not  those  in  the  Church, 
now  unemployed,  or  misemployed,  enter 
the  ministerial  office  ?  Under  the  urgen- 
cy of  the  case,  the  great  work  to  be  done, 
the  cries  of  the  Church  for  hundreds  of 
more  ministers,  the  directions  of  God's 
providence,  the  drawings  of  His  grace, 
there  ought  to  be  those  found  to  fill  the 
entire  great  demand.  They  who  have 
been  drawn  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  their 
own  consciences,  by  the  admonition  of 
friends,  by  the  general  solicitations  and 
prayers  of  the  Church,  and  by  the  mani- 
festly divine  openings  in  the  great  field  to 
be  harvested,  ought  at  once  to  hear  and 
obey  the  challenge. 

Other  means  than  these  to  fill  our  min- 
istry with  earnest  men  we  cannot  hope  to 
find.    Where  there  is  a  will,  the  Lord 
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will  find  a  way.  The  man  who  ought  to 
be  a  minister,  with  even  now  the  cares  of 
a  family  hindering  him,  may,  like  Peter, 
and  some  of  the  prophets  of  old,  still  obey 
the  voice  of  our  Lord,  in  the  full  faith 
that  He  asks  nothing  unreasonable  nor 
impossible  at  his  hands.  The  apprentice 
at  his  trade,  or  the  farmer's  boy  at  the 
plow,  may  obey,  and,  in  due  time,  find  a 
way  opened  for  him  to  become  a  herald 
of  salvation. 

Clerks  at  the  desk  and  counter,  may  as 
reasonably  be  expected  to  leave  them, 
as  the  fishermen  of  Galilee,  to  leave  their 
nets,  their  all,  and  follow  Christ  to  be- 
come His  apostles.  Christian  men  in  suc- 
cessful business,  may  as  readily  quit  their 
profitable  transactions  and  enter  the  min- 
istry, as  Matthew,  who  immersed  in  lucra- 
tive trade,  sat  at  the  receipt  of  custom ; 
who  not  only  left  off  making  money,  but 
gave  to  the  poor  the  half  of  what  he  had 
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already  made.  Well  trained  business  tal- 
ent is  valuable  in  the  ministry. 

THE  LEARNED  PROFESSIONS  A  SOURCE  OF 
SPEEDY  SUPPLY. 

Doctors  of  medicine,  who,  by  an  im- 
proper notion,  mistook  their  calling,  in- 
stead of  spending  their  lives  and  energies 
in  an  over-crowded  profession,  ministering 
to  the  bodily  ailments  of  men,  ought  now 
to  change  their  vocation,  and  care  for  the 
sin-sick  souls  of  perishing  thousands.  It 
is  easy  to  see  that  in  the  present  great 
need,  there  is  more  call  for  that,  than  in 
the  days  of  our  late  war,  for  them  to 
leave  their  home  practice,  and,  in  press- 
ing emergency,  offer  their  services  as  vol- 
unteer surgeons  in  the  army  and  hospi- 
tals. A  valuable  addition  could  thus-,  in 
a  short  time,  be  made  to  our  over-taxed 
ministerial  ranks.  It  is  for  many  who 
could  do  this,  a  duty,  therefore,  seriously 
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to  consider  the  correction  of  a  mistake, 
which  should  no  longer  exist.  No  pro- 
fessional pride  should  stand  in  the  way, 
nor  any  other  reason,  that  will  not  serve 
them  in  the  great  day  of  judgment. 
Medical  knowledge  and  experience  would 
be  additional  help  to  ministerial  duties. 

Among  the  graduate  members  of  our 
institutions,  and  others  who  have  ob- 
tained more  or  less  liberal  education,  are 
many  of  our  brightest  young  men,  who 
are  now  lawyers.  Some  of  these  we  have 
reason  to  know,  regret,  in  sarious  mo- 
ments of  reflection,  that  they  chose  the 
profession  of  law,  instead  of  the  duties  of 
the  holy  ministry.  It  would  now  be  com- 
paratively easy  for  them  to  take  up  the 
Divine  Law,  and  preach  the  Gospel.  In 
other  denominations,  some  of  the  most 
successful  preachers  have  been  distin- 
guished pleaders.  We  have  also  some, 
who,  after  a  short  trial  of  the  legal  work, 
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turned  their  whole  talents  to  this  service 
of  the  Gospel.  Brilliant  speaking  talent 
has  often  been  turned,  instead  of  to  the 
holy  ministry,  to  the  pleadings  of  the  bar. 
But,  what  are  all  the  successes  of  the 
forum  to  the  glories  of  the  cross  !  Great 
talents  have  been  squandered  in  legal 
quibbles,  which,  if  they  had  been  used  in 
persuading  men  to  become  Christians, 
might  have  shone  with  the  resplendent 
halo  of  heavenly  crowns.  It  is  really  a 
waste  of  the  best  talent,  to  engage  it  only 
in  that  which  perishes  with  time  and 
sense  ;  while  the  more  enduring  and  eter- 
nal honors  may  be  worn  forever,  as  reward 
for  the  services  rendered  in  bringing  many 
ransomed  souls  to  the  realms  of  redemp- 
tion and  bliss. 

Without  any  serious  loss,  these  learned 
professions  and  skilled  trades,  might  thus 
in  a  great  degree,  give  aid  and  immediate 
help  to  the  work  of  the  ministry.    If  we 
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are  in  any  measure  to  meet  the  over- 
whelming demand  now  upon  our  Re- 
formed Church  for  ministers,  to  do  the 
work  of  her  boundless  harvest,  it  must 
be  in  part  at  least  by  some  such  way. 
The  other  over-full  callings  must  furnish 
us  men  for  the  work.  The  more  learned 
professions  and  the  developed  business 
talent  promise  to  this  cause  speediest  re- 
lief. 

Hearing  this  call  and  solemn  challenge 
to  duty,  will  there  be  no  response,  from 
those  of  her  sons  to  whom  the  Church 
now  turns!  Help  must  come,  or  the 
work  remains  undone ! 

PIOUS  YOUNG  MEN, 

But  in  any  event,  the  youth  of  the 
Church  are  the  main  hope  of  the  future. 
From  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  baptized  children  of  the  church; 
and  from  the  thousands   of  confirmed 
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youth  of  the  church  besides,  are  to  come 
our  increased  ministry.  Among  these 
many  hundreds  are  now  agitating  the  sol- 
emn question  of  their  life-calling.  Lord 
what  wilt  Thou  have  me  to  do?  is  in  effect, 
going  up  from  more  than  a  thousand 
hearts  of  pious  young  men.  Hear  Him 
say:  Enter  my  gospel  ministry. 

Whole  pastoral  charges  are  to  be  found, 
from  which  there  has  never  yet  been  sent 
out  a  minister.  Families,  for  generations 
now  enjoying  the  blessings  of  a  knowledge 
of  our  only  comfort  in  life  and  in  death, 
have  not  given  one  son  to  the  ministry, 
to  teacfi  this  saving  faith,  to  the  earth's 
sinning  perishing  millions.  No  wonder 
we  have  so  few  soul-harvest  laborers ! 

Oh,  let  not  the  young,  unemployed  tal- 
ent of  the  church  run  to  waste,  or  be  ab- 
sorbed in  the  other  various  callings; 
while  our  mother,  the  Church,  has  such 
pressing  need  for  all  their  services!  A 
single  year  could,  and  should,  develop 
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from  three  hundred  to  five  hundred  can- 
didates for  the  holy  ministry,  at  least  one 
frcJm  each  charge ;  if  the  unemployed  tal- 
ent of  our  church  were  in  any  fair  way 
brought  out.  Were  this  only  done,  and 
kept  up  regularly  for  eight  or  ten  years, 
it  is  easy  to  see  what  our  possible  future 
may  really  become. 

Solemnly  then,  as  in  the  presence  of 
eternal  things,  the  appeal  addresses  itself 
to  the  youth  of  the  church,  who  have  not 
as  yet  decided  to  enter  upon  their  voca- 
tion, to  turn  their  labors,  their  life,  their 
all,  to  the  work  of  the  holy  ministry. 
Until  its  ranks  be  full,  there  is  room  for 
all;  even  for  those  who  have,  it  may  be, 
only  ordinary  talent.  Most  need  is  there 
also,  for  those  servants  to  whom  our  Lord 
has  entrusted  the  greater  talents,  to  be 
used  till  He  come,  to  be  able  to  render  a 
good  account,  and  be  cheered  in  the  end 
with  a :  Well  done  good  and  faithful  ser- 
vant! 


CHAPTER  V. 


Parents'  Part  in  this  Work. 

Consent  and  cooperation,  on  the  part 
of  the  parents  of  the  church,  is  absolutely 
needed,  if  we  are  to  expect  and  receive 
the  general  response  of  the  youth,  to  this 
call  of  Christ's  ministry.  One  of  the  most 
crying  sins  has  long  been,  the  unwilling- 
ness of  parents,  either  through  thought- 
lessness or  selfishness,  to  consecrate  their 
sons  to  the  holy  office. 

It  is  a  rare  thing,  worthy  of  note  in  the 
Bible;  for  a  Hannah  to  dedicate  her  son 
to  the  service  of  the  Lord's  sanctuary. 
But  while  these  things  were  written  for 
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our  example,  it  is  not  often  that  we  hear 
of  parents  in  our  age  setting  apart  their 
first-born  or  only  son,  or  most  promising 
of  the  family  for  the  holy  duties  of  the 
Lord's  house.  And  of  those,  who  may, 
in  the  hour  of  the  soul's  bitterness  and 
anguish  have  been  solemnly  intended  for 
the  Lord,  how  few  are  afterwards  so 
trained  as  to  make  the  vow  effectual !  It 
is  to  be  feared,  that  some  take  back  that 
which  they  have  said  should  be  the  Lord's 
own. 

THE  BEST  FOR  THE  LORD. 

Utilitarian  notions  prevail  in  our  age. 
In  a  well  to  do  farmer's  family,  the 
father  and  head  of  which  is  an  elder  in 
the  church,  who  so  prides  himself  on  his 
own  piety,  zeal  and  wisdom,  as  to  expect 
the  affairs  of  the  church  to  be  managed 
pretty  much  according  to  his  say  so;  in 
such  a   family,  we  met  the  expressed 
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opinion :  that  boys  like  his,  who  were 
strong  and  useful  enough  to  work  on  the 
farm  should  not  study  to  be  preachers. 
And  the  reason  given  was,  that  there  were 
enough  of  one-armed,  one-legged,  crippled 
soldiers,  disabled  and  sickly  persons,  who 
could  not  do  hard  manual  labor,  who 
might  be  taken  for  ministers !  As  if  what 
is  given  to  the  Lord  is  mis-used  or  wasted ! 

We  directed  his  attention  of  course,  to 
the  law  in  the  Bible,  that  nothing  with 
blemish,  or  that  is  imperfect  shall  be  of- 
fered to  the  Lord.  All  the  sacrificial  ani- 
mals were  to  be  of  the  best  of  the  flock. 
No  physically  imperfect  man,  and  no 
cripple,  dared  minister  before  the  Lord. 
The  best  we  can  offer  Him  is  not  good 
enough.  And  the  man  who  lays  any 
thing  on  God's  altar  because  it  cannot  be 
of  use  elsewhere,  will  hardly  find  his  of- 
fering accepted.  It  may  become  like  the 
sacrifice  of  Cain. 
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Time  and  again,  you  have  probably 
heard,  as  we  have,  the  remark  that  such 
and  such  a  son  is  not  strong  and  healthy 
enough  for  work  and  he  might  become  a 
minister.  Is  that  the  reason  why  we  have 
so  many  sickly  men  among  ministers? 
Now,  while  the  gospel  dispensation  does 
not  exclude  from  the  blessed  work,  the 
humblest  and  even  the  most  helpless  aid, 
it  does  not  tend  to  foster  the  notion  that 
only  what  is  otherwise  worthless,  belongs 
to  the  Lord's  service.  The  costliest  gifts, 
the  purest  devotion,  and  the  holiest  ser- 
vices are  His. 

As  in  the  days  of  His  flesh,  He  could 
use  the  humblest  creatures  in  glorifying 
Himself,  so  now  He  may  send  for  even 
the  young  unweaned  ass'  colt,  with  the 
declaration,  that  The  Lord  hath  need  of 
him 

Every  one,  who  owes  allegiance  to  our 
Lord,  will  surely  feel,  that  nothing  can  be 
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with-held,  when  once  it  is  plain  that 
Christ  and  His  church  hath  need  of  it. 
Property,  time,  sons,  service,  yea  life  it- 
self, must  freely  and  willingly  be  given 
up  at  His  call.  Not  only  to  others  but 
to  us,  He  thus  sends. 

J ust  as  soon  then,  as  any  one  hears  the 
command  of  our  Lord,  it  is  paramount 
duty  to  obey.  No  matter  who  -else  has, 
or  has  not  obeyed,  or  refuses,  still  we  are 
bound  to  hear  the  words  of  J esus. 

So  families,  when  called  upon  to  give 
up  a  son  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  be- 
cause the  Lord  hath  need  of  him  for  His 
glory  and  the  good  of  souls,  dare  not  with- 
hold him  by  interposing  selfish  objections. 


somebody's  sons. 
Granting  the  necessity  of  the  ministe- 
rial work  being  carried  forward  by  hu- 
man agents,  it  is  a  question:  How  it 
would  be  done  at  all,  if  all  families  acted 
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as  some  do.  If  no  one  does  more  for  the 
kingdom  of  Christ  in  this  respect  than 
you  and  your  family,  what  would  become 
of  the  church  and  the  souls  of  men! 
Since  ministers  are  needed,  by  the  in- 
crease of  hundreds  on  the  present  and 
past  small  numbers,  where  will  the  de- 
mand be  met,  if  you  are  to  add  nothing  in 
this  way!  He  sends  for  your  son.  The 
Lord  hath  need  of  him. 

So  many  act,  as  if  they  thought  others 
might  do  all  this  service.  Their  little  ass, 
it  may  be  an  only  one,  while  others  have 
many,  cannot  be  given  up  for  the  service 
of  the  church.  Others  can  better  spare 
sons.  Poor  families  that  have  no  farms, 
or  no  prosperous  business,  or  no  bright 
worldly  prospects  in  store  for  their  chil- 
dren— let  them  give  sons  to  the  ministry 
of  Christ. 

No  doubt  they  admit,  the  Lord  hath 
need  of  many ;  but  then,  don't  the  family 
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need  them  too,  at  home !  It  is  so  hard  to 
give  them  up.  It  -would  derange  all 
their  plans  for  the  future.  And  then, 
they  are  not  trained  for  that  kind  of  life. 
They  cannot  think  of  their  sons  being 
called  to  take  up  such  life  long  heavy 
burdens  as  ministers  generally  have  to 
bear. 

Like  the  burden  borne  by  the  young 
ass  of  the  Scriptures,  given  so  freely  to 
Jesus,  it  would  ennoble  any  son  to  be 
thus  used,  for  the  glory  of  the  King  of 
kings.  Like  Hannah,  bring  then  your 
darling  boy,  and  offer  him  freely  to  the 
service  of  the  Lord's  ministry.  Though 
it  cause  heaviness  of  heart,  to  leave  the 
little  Samuel  in  His  courts,  to  serve  Him 
there  all  the  days  of  his  life ;  yet  faith  and 
Christian  grace  make  the  ready  and  wil- 
ling offering. 

It  is  more  than  all  worldly  honor,  or 
riches  or  inglorious  fleshly  ease,  to  have 
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a  son  in  the  service  of  the  Lord,  in  the 
work  of  the  holy  ministry. 

"  The  Pulpit 

Must  stand  acknowledged,  while  the  world  shall  stand ; 

The  most  important  and  effectual  guard, 

Support  and  ornament  of  Virtue's  cause. 

There  stands  the  messenger  of  truth ;  there  stands 

The  legate  of  the  skies !    His  theme  divine, 

His  office  sacred,  his  credentials  clear.'' 

That  God  has  allowed  you  to  live  in 
this  day  of  grace;  and,  that  He  has  blessed 
you  with  children,  whom  He  has  taken 
into  covenant;  and,  that  He  now  is  will- 
ing to  take  into  His  most  glorious  minis- 
try, one  or  more  of  your  sons,  is  a  privi- 
lege which  angels  might  well-nigh  covet. 
And  yet  it  is  possible,  for  blinded  Chris- 
tian parents,  to  refuse  to  obey  the  call, 
which  comes  to  them,  in  these  sore  wants 
of  the  church,  for  a  son  to  fill  up  the  ranks 
of  our  far  too  small  ministry — even  though 
the  Lord  for  this  end,  hath  need  of  him ! 


7G 


OUR  HARVEST  FIELD. 


FAMILY  OFFERINGS. 

Parents  in  the  Reformed  Church  !  It 
will  depend  much  on  you,  whether  there 
can  be  good  hope  of  making  up  our  want 
of  laborers  for  the  great  harvest.  Prayer 
and  pious  Christian  nurture,  and  personal 
appeals,  will  do  much  to  prepare  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  your  sons  for  the 
great  and  holy  work.  If  they  already 
feel  the  force  of  duty,  in  a  desire  consci- 
entiously to  undertake,  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  the  solemn  functions  of  His  holy 
ministerial  office,  encourage  their  pur- 
poses. Provide,  in  so  far  as  you  can,  the 
means  for  their  necessary  preparation. 
By  strong  family  efforts  and  self-denials, 
almost  every  Christian  household  could 
educate  a  son. 

This  would  save  the  Beneficiary  Board 
from  over-strained  efforts.  There  are 
families  who  have  the  means,  and  yet 
from  some  mistaken  judgment,  throw  the 
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burden  of  providing  for  the  education  of  a 
son,  on  the  charities  of  the  church.  This 
is  such  an  utter  shame,  that  it  needs  only 
to  be  noticed,  to  come  into  reproach.  As 
long  as  there  are  possible  means,  the 
whole  family  ought  to  contribute  to 
this  end.  Even  in  doing  this,  they  are 
blessed. 

But  whether  means  or  no  means  are  in 
the  family,  if  only  the  sons  can  be  given 
up  for  the  work,  the  Church  will  under- 
take to  provide  the  necessary  education, 
for  all,  who  cannot  otherwise  get  it.  It 
will  be  a  glad  day  when  we  can  report 
more  beneficiary  students  in  preparation 
for  the  ministry,  than  the  Church  has  the 
means  to  sustain.  But  if  her  people  re- 
fuse to  provide  for  the  education  of  all 
worthy  applicants,  until  the  crying  want 
for  ministers  is  supplied,  it  would  be  a  sor- 
ry index  of  her  faith  and  good  works. 

Open  opposition  of  parents  to  their 
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children's  entering  the  ministerial  office 
is  not  very  often  found.  But  besides^  the 
indifferent  acquiescence  of  the  luke-warm 
consent,  which  will  not  absolutely  pre- 
vent the  boy,  they  only  give  in  many 
cases  a  negative  permission.  He  may,  if 
he  wants  to  study.  If  the  young  man 
insists  conscientiously  on  doing  his  duty, 
the  parent  agrees  to  say  nothing  more 
about  it,  since  the  son  has  made  up  his 
mind  to  be  a  poor  preacher — a  beggar ! 

More  than  that  is  needed,  on  the  part 
of  parents,  in  this  matter.  They  should 
enter  heartily  into  sympathy  with  the 
work,  and  bring  all  the  encouragements 
possible  to  bear  in  favor  of  their  son  ta- 
king an  earnest  hold  of  this  great  service. 
Parents  can  do  much  on  this  behalf;  and 
if  they  do  not,  a  heavy  responsibility  will 
require  its  account  in  the  great  day  of 
final  settlement.  What  good  might  have 
been  done,  and  what  souls  might  have 
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been  saved,  had  they  done  their  part,  but 
have  not  been,  will  be  laid  to  their  charge. 

Carry  all  this  home  to  every  Reformed 
family.  Would  it  not,  if  properly  felt  and 
acted  on,  forthwith  crowd  our  institutions 
with  earnest  candidates  for  the  holy  min- 
istry? Each  large  and  wealthy  charge 
could  at  once  send,  say  ten — aye,  more, 
if  they  would.  That  would  encourage 
the  hearts  of  the  Church  attlarge.  Year 
by  year  this  could  be  done  ! 

JUBILEE  FRUIT. 

Revivals  should  bear  fruit.  The  pro- 
duct of  our  Ter-centennary  Jubilee,  should 
appear  in  something  practical.  What 
would  more  tend  to  promote  the  interests 
then  brought  out  in  such  a  refreshing  re- 
vival of  church-life,  before  the  people  of 
this  generation,  than  the  multiplying  of 
the  number  of  our  active  ministry ! 

Let  parents,  all  over  the  Church,  unite 
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their  prayers  and  labors,  their  exhorta- 
tions and  contributions  for  this  most  wor- 
thy object;  and  the  blessing  will  come. 
Let  the  congregations  call  out  their  most 
promising,  talented  and  pious  young  men, 
and  the  result  would  be  glorious.  Double 
our  ministry  by  such  faithful  effort  every 
few  years  ;  and  with  our  living  theology, 
our  excellent  system  of  faith,  what  may 
not  be  our  pl%ce  in  the  future  history  of 
American  Christianity.  And  when  we 
consider  that  it  is  not  beyond  the  reach  of 
possibility,  we  devoutly  pray  God  to  bring 
it  to  pass,  for  the  glory  of  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ. 


CHAPTEE  VI 


Discouraged  Laborers. 

*l  To  serve  the  present  age, 
My  calling  to  fulfil; 
0,  may  it  all  my  powers  engage 
To  do  my  Master's  will." 

When  the  Lord's  prophet  had  been  for 
a  while  very  zealous  for  His  cause,  and 
saw  that  notwithstanding,  how  the  altars 
had  been  desecrated  and  the  true  worship 
suppressed,  his  heart  fainted  and  he  re- 
tired to  a  place  of  seclusion  and  inactive 
idleness.  Then  the  voice  of  th.e  Lord 
came  to  him  in  searching  inquiry :  What 
doest  thou  here? 

Thus,  in  the  contest  going  on  with  the 
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powers  of  darkness  in  the  Church.  Here 
and  there,  a  veteran  perhaps  looking 
around  upon  the  slow  progress  of  the  vic- 
tory, grows  fainthearted  and  quits  the 
field.  Or,  a  young  soldier,  a  mere  raw 
recruit,  unused  to  the  many  devices  of 
the  enemy,  ceases  his  efforts,  and  joins 
the  stragglers.  In  a  similar  condition  is 
he,  who  at  the  very  first  onset,  fired  with 
zeal  exhausted  his  powers,  and  now  takes 
his  place  among  the  invalid  corps. 

One  of  the  remarkable  facts  in  regard 
to  the  general  status  of  these  is,  that  they 
never  rejoin  the  fierce  contest  of  battle, 
till  reproved  by  the  Lord's  question: 
What  doest  thou  here?  Even  then,  some 
remain  off  duty. 

"  Oh  !  rest  not  bow,  but  scatter  wide  the  seed 
Of.fruitfiil  words,  and  yet  more  fruitful  deeds ; 
So  shalt  thou  rest  above  eternally, 
When  God  the  h'arvest  fruit  shall  give  thee." 

Absolutely,  the  number  of  such  minis- 
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ters  in  our  Church  is  smaller  than  per- 
haps in  any  other.  Discouraged,  or  dis- 
abled, or  inefficient,  even  superannuated, 
cannot  often  be  found  opposite  their 
names.  Those  who  want  to  retire  from  the 
hard  toils  of  the  ministry  can  do  it  more 
easily  in  other  bodies  to  which  they  first 
generally  have  transferred  themselves. 
But  even  we,  with  our  strict  law  on  the 
subject,  and  all  the  pressing  calls  to  work, 
more  than  can  be  heard — even  we  find 
some  who  slide  over  into  the  retired  list. 
No  wonder  indeed  if  health  sometimes 
fails  from  over  work;  but  of  those  who 
are  off  duty,  some  are  in  better  health 
than  others,  who  are  hard  at  work.  Can 
we  never  hope  to  have  these  return  to 
the  arduous  toil? 

Dangers  and  hardships  passed  through, 
tend  to  make  men  courageous  and  strong. 
Hence,  it  is  not  among  those  who  have 
seen  the  hardest  service  that  we  find  the 
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most  idlers,  the  skulkers,  the  stragglers, 
and  the  invalids,  who  can  literally  do  al- 
most every  thing  else  but  labor  actively 
in  the  poorly  paid  ministry  of  our  Church. 
To  his  own  master,  however,  every  man 
standeth  or  falleth. 


WORK  OF  PREPARING. 

Larger,  however,  by  a  great  deal,  is  the 
class,  who  having  once  put  their  hand  to 
the  plow  looked  back,  and  growing  dis- 
couraged, went  back  from  the  work  of 
preparing  for  the  holy  ministry.  In  al- 
most every  community,  you  can  occasion- 
ally fall  in  with  a  man,  who  had  at  some 
time  the  Gospel  ministry  in  view,  but 
who  did  not  enter  upon  the  work.  If  we 
had  but  these  all  now  in  the  harness,  the 
Church  would  not  be  so  miserably  desti- 
tute of  ministers. 

Christian  duty  is  often  most  correctly 
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apprehended,  in  the  first  years  of  our  ear- 
ly love,  when  our  devotions  are  yet  pure 
and  single.  It  is  not  wonderful,  there- 
fore, that  the  applicants  for  the  holy 
ministry  are  generally  from  among  those 
who  first  feel  the  warm  glow  of  divine 
love  shed  abroad  in  their  hearts.  The 
holy  and  heavenly  aspirations  awakened 
by  the  mystic  wooings  of  the  Spirit  are 
most  fresh  and  intense,  in  the  ardent 
young  Christian. 

Holy  impulses  and  divine  leadings,  bring 
the  soul's  instincts  into  full  harmony  with 
spiritual  duties.  The  quick  ear  of  ready 
and  obedient  faith,  hears  the  thrill- 
ing voice  of  Jesus  challenging  our  love 
and  service.  In  many  cases  this  brings 
the  willing  disciple  to  undertake  the  hard 
duties  of  the  sacred  office. 

Could  it  be  entered  upon  at  once;  could 
they  begin  the  work  immediately ;  could 
they  at  once  see  the  fruit  of  their  labors; 
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how  many  more  than  we  now  find,  would 
be  in  the  ministry  of  the  Church!  But 
it  takes  long  years  of  hard  study,  self- 
denying  zeal,  and  patient  continuance  in 
well-doing,  to  reach  the  wished-for  end. 
Along  the  way,  temptations  lure  the  feet 
from  the  path  of  duty.  A  thousand  ob- 
stacles, not  taken  into  the  account  at 
first,  come  one  by  one  to  hinder  and  dis- 
courage; and  the  heart  grows  faint  and 
weary,  the  Christian  zeal  abates,  the  ho- 
ly ardor  cools,  and  the  spirit  sinks  with- 
in. Then  you  hear  after  a  while,  that 
such  and  such  a  one  has  given  up  the 
study  requisite  for  ministerial  prepara- 
tion. 


TURNED  ASIDE. 

If  the  course  of  study  is  still  pursued 
at  our  institutions,  as  it  sometimes  is,  it 
is  with  a  view  to  enter  some  other  pro- 
fession.   Parental  hopes  die  out  and  ear- 
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ly  expectations  are  not  realized.  Family 
sacrifices  made  in  behalf  of  the  student 
now  are  made  to  burn  on  another  altar. 
The  fond  father  and  doting  mother  still 
hope  it  may  yet  change  for  good.  Or, 
the  money  given  by  the  Beneficiary  Board 
to  some  one  who  proves  himself  unworthy 
is  desecrated — perhaps  never  paid  back; 
and  so  obtained  in  fact,  under  false  pre- 
tence, or  had  better  be  downright  stolen. 
Wrecks  of  this  kind  lie  all  along  the  path 
of  our  Church's  history.  Of  such  in- 
stances, some  of  the  former  candidates  are 
still  living;  and  some  may  therefore  be 
able  at  last  to  complete  their  work,  or  do 
as  much  of  it,  as  God  gives  them  grace 
yet  to  accomplish. 

Profitless  indeed  were  it  now  to  stop, 
and  inquire  what  wrought  these  failures. 
It  is  sad  enough  to  know  the  fact,  that 
the  causes  ministering  to  the  disastrous 
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work,  are  still  able  to  do  mischief  and 
harm  to  others. 

"Help  me  to  watch  and  pray, 
And  on  Thyself  rely ; 
Assured  if  I  my  trust  betray 
I  shall  forever  die." 

A  deceived  heart  turned  some  aside ; 
therefore,  keep  thy  heart  with  all  dili- 
gence. Others  were  ensnared  with  glit- 
tering promises  of  the  world ;  it  seemed 
so  much  readier  and  easier  to  enter  other 
professions  and  business,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed generally  to  pay  better.  Love  of 
ease  and  fleshly  comforts  was  the  snare  to 
others ;  and  they  are  taken  in  their  own 
lusts.  Like  Samson  some  are  shorn  of 
their  glory  and  strength  by  the  hand  of  a 
woman,  for  whom  love  was  stronger  than 
their  sense  of  duty.  So  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter. 

Viewing  the  matter  in  this  light,  it 
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would  really  appear,  that  the  many  vacan- 
cies, and  great  want  of  ministers,  is  not 
because  God  has  failed  to  call  enough 
men  to  the  work  ;  but,  that  having  called 
them,  they  are  disobedient,  and  hence > 
their  places  are  vacant.  It  becomes, 
therefore,  a  most  solemn  and  momentous 
question  for  those  sons  of  the  Church  who 
have  felt  themselves  at  any  time  thus 
called  to  the  work  of  the  ministry;  wheth- 
er they  should  not  now  at  once,  though  it 
may  be  late,  remedy  their  mistake.  Like 
the  son  who  was  told  to  go,  work  in  the 
father's  vineyard,  at  first  refused,  but  af- 
terwards went,  and  thus  became  obedient 
to  plain  duty;  so  let  them  now  go.  Or 
would  they  prefer  being  in  the  case  of  that 
other  son,  who  being  commanded  first 
said,  I  go  sir,  but  went  not;  and  so  became 
wilfully  disobedient ! 

Sons  of  noble  character,  honor,  and 
obedience  will  not  long  leave  a  needy 
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mother's  wish  unheeded.  But  here  the 
Church  our  mother,  is  crying  for  the  very 
help  these  her  sons  could  give,  who  have 
been  called  of  God,  to  the  work  of  preach- 
ing the  Gospel;  and  yet,  they  excuse  them- 
selves, by  various  pretexts,  from  the 
duty,  and  pushing  it  over  to  others,  it 
remains  undone.  This  is  in  effect,  what 
those  are  doing,  or  rather  not  doing,  who 
once  thought  of  being  ministers,  but 
turned  aside. 

BEGIN  NOW. 

Hear  then,  ye  called  of  the  Lord! 
Turn  from  your  long  disobedience.  En- 
ter the  ministerial  office,  by  the  most 
direct  course  the  Church  provides.  Fill 
up  the  ranks,  till  the  small  number  shall 
be  swollen  to  something  like  what  it 
ought  to  be,  in  order  that  our  glorious 
work  may  be  finished,  to  the  praise  of 
Christ.    Let  your  early  love  return,  and, 
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with  tender  contrition  and  hearty  peni- 
tence, let  your  maturer  convictions  move 
you  to  an  honest  discharge  of  duty. 
Though  good  fresh  years  of  life  are  al- 
ready run  to  waste,  begin  now  and  offer 
to  the  Lord  a  devoted  service,  till  death 
release  you  crowned  in  glory! 

Keeping  all  this  before  our  minds,  it 
still  remains  an  open  question:  whether 
our  Reformed  Church  has  vital  godliness 
enough  in  her  sons,  to  draw  from  their 
numbers  an  adequate  supply  of  ministers. 
If  we  be  not  able  to  use  our  resources,  to 
meet  the  duties  thus  resting  upon  us  in 
the  great  mission  entrusted  to  us,  our  Lord 
will  remove  our  candle-stick.  If  we  can- 
not train  the  world's  multitude  to  sing  His 
glorious  praises,  He  can  make  the  stones 
cry  out  in  His  honor. 

God  grant  that  our  great  harvest  may 
not  run  to  waste  and  ruin !  The  Church, 
knowing  something  of  the  illimitable  ex- 
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tent  of  the  field,  calls  to  the  work  all  io7io 
are  willing  to  live  and  labor,  in  our  Re- 
deemer's cause;  all  to  whom  He  gives 
His  Spirit  to  fit  them  for  their  duties. 
While  no  one  is  fit  in  himself  for  the 
holy  service,  or  in  himself  sufficient  for 
its  heavy  responsibilities;  there  is  never- 
theless a  call  to  you,  young  Christian 
disciple,  to  undertake  it  in  the  name  of 
Christ,  through  whom  you  can  do  all 
things. 

Shall  we  see  our  ministerial  necessi- 
ties supplied  ?  Will  the  youth  of  the 
Church  lay  themselves  now  upon  the 
altar?  Will  the  parents  so  train  them 
that  they  will  grow  up  to  a  full  sense  of 
this  duty?  Fathers  and  mothers,  it  is 
in  your  hands,  to  withhold  from  or  to  give 
to  the  Church,  a  thousand  candidates  for 
the  holy  ministry. 

Former  students,  will  you  resume  your 
work  ?    Disheartened  ones,  will  you  again 
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take  courage  and  go  forward?  You  who 
have  thought  about  the  ministry,  will 
you  not  go  to  work  in  it?  God's  angel 
awaits  your  answer  in  your  acts. 

Never  was  work  greater  than  the 
harvest  in  our  Reformed  Church.  Never 
was  better  talents  created  than  that  with 
which  the  youth  of  our  Church  are 
blessed.  Never  was  there  plainer  call 
to  use  such  talent  in  the  work  and  ser- 
vice of  Christ.  If  the  great  work  is  not 
done,  and  the  talents  not  rightly  em- 
ployed, who  will  be  accountable? 


CHAPTER  VII. 


.  A  Thousand  More  Ministers 
Needed. 

"  How  beauteous  are  their  feet, 
Who  stand  on  Zion's  hill ; 
Who  bring  salvation  on  their  tongues, 

And  words  of  peace  reveal ! 
How  charming  is  their  voice ! 
How  sweet  their  tidings  are!" 

Instant  need  demands  at  least  one  thou- 
sand more  laborers,  in  our  Eeformed 
Church's  ministry.  We  rather  under- 
state, than  over-estimate,  the  number 
now  actually  called  for,  by  all  parts  of 
our  ministerial  service.  Mixed  services 
needed  for  German  and  English,  over- 
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grown  charges  requiring  an  early  separ- 
ation into  smaller  fields  of  labor,  widely 
scattered  membership  anxiously  waiting 
to  be  collected  into  missionary  charges, 
and  the  boundless  extent  of  the  foreign 
German  element,  ready  to  grow  into  large 
congregations;  all  these  together,  would 
be  scantily  enough  furnished  with  pas- 
tors, by  distributing  judiciously  this  work 
to  one  thousand  more  ministers,  than  we 
now  have,  all  told. 

MEN  WANTED, 

When  the  general  government  called, 
time  after  time,  for  "three  hundred  thou- 
sand more"  men  to  carry  on  the  late  war, 
until  millions  had  been  sworn  into  the 
service,  the  call  was  always  met,  and  the 
men  furnished.  It  is  true,  towards  the 
last,  when  volunteers  were  exhausted 
the  number  was  made  up  by  drafting. 
In  some  districts,  the  ratio  had  finally 
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run  down  to  one  out  of  every  ten,  or  in 
others,  one  out  of  every  six  men  subject 
to  military  duty.  It  might  have  kept 
on,  till  the  last  man  was  taken. 

Now  if  good  and  true  men  will  thus 
respond  to  the  calls  of  their  country,  is 
it  too  much  to  expect  that  the  earnest, 
pious,  faithful,  and  true  sons  of  the 
Church  will  also  hear  their  Lord's  call 
to  service?  When  the  work  must  be 
done,  and  there  are  manifestly  not 
enough  to  take  it  all  in  hand,  it  is  plainly 
an  intimation  to  those  standing  by  to 
bear  a  part-  If  fire  is  destroying  your 
neighbor's  house  you  will  quit  all  other 
work  and  help  to  put  it  out.  If  only 
a  child  is  lost  in  the  forest,  the  whole 
neighbor-hood  joins  in  the  search  till  the 
lost  is  found.  What  less  would  you  do 
to  help  the  Church,  and  save  perishing, 
redeemed  souls? 

Only  a  notice  in  the  papers,  or  a  pla- 
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card  at  a  store  door,  that  there  is  a  uBoy 
Wanted"  will  bring  dozens  of  applicants, 
in  response  to  the  call.  Is  it  not  strange 
that  a  standing  call  to  the  youth  of 
the  Church,  brings  so  few  of  them  to 
fill  the  very  many  vacancies  in  the  min- 
istry? Of  the  many  who  apply  to  fill 
a  vacant  place  in  a  store  or  business, 
or  trade,  when  such  notice  of  only  one 
wanted  is  put  up,  few  have  ever  been 
in  such  a  calling  before.  But  all  the 
eager  applicants  are  willing  to  try  it, 
to  learn  its  duties,  and  to  fit  themselves 
for  the  work. 

If  so  many  boys  can  be  found  ready 
to  answer  a  call  for  help  in  ordinary 
business;  and  if  so  many  men  can  be 
raised  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  govern- 
ment; on  what  principle  can  we  excuse 
the  delinquency  of  those,  who  knowing 
the  wants  of  the  Church,  and  hearing 
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the  calls  of  the  Lord,  refuse  to  come  up 
to  the  work  of  the  ministry  ? 

ENOUGH  CALLED. 

In  any  demand,  there  must  be  not 
only  reasonable  ground  for  making  it, 
but  also  some  hope  of  haying  it  met. 
Now  in  regard  to  the  call  of  the  Church 
for  at  least  one  thousand  more  ministers, 
the  necessities  of  the  case  are  abundant 
reasons  for  making  the  call.  The  ability 
of  the  Church,  from  her  young  member- 
ship, to  make  up  the  full  quota  is  also 
quite  within  the  bounds  of  hope;  in  order 
to  this  there  need  be  far  less  degree  of 
stress,  in  proportion  to  the  available 
population  from  which  the  number  is  to 
be  taken,  than  that  made  by  the  govern- 
ment a  few  years  ago. 

Among  our  quarter  of  a  million  of 
people,  which  includes  the  baptized,  as 
well  as  the  confirmed  members,  there  are 
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surely  ten  in  every  thousand  who  might 
reasonably  be  called  upon  to  serve  the 
Lord  in  his  ministry.  If  then,  only  the 
one  half  of  these,  that  is  to  $&y,five  young 
men  out  of  every  thousand  souls,  or  one 
out  of  every  two  hundred  members,  wexe 
to  hear,  and  immediately  obey  the  call 
to  the  holy  ministry,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  condidates  would  forth- 
with be  put  upon  the  roll  of  the  Church. 
Our  Lord  has  doubtless  called  that  num- 
ber or  more.  In  fact,  by  His  Church, 
He  is  now  calling  them.  If  they  are  not 
now  in  the  ministry  or  at  work  preparing, 
it  is  their  fault.  Thus  in  this  most 
reasonable  way,  in  a  comparatively  short 
time,  if  the  Divine  plan  were  faithfully 
adopted,  our  most  pressing  wants  would 
soon  be  supplied.  It  is  a  feasible  way 
this,  to  relieve  the  embarrassment  of  our 
Church.  Young  Christian  brother,  carry 
it  into  practice. 
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To  man,  these  things  are  impossible; 
but  with  God,  all  things  are  possible.  If 
we  have  faith  in  God,  our  cause,  bad  as 
it  looks  now,  may  yet  be  relieved.  It 
can  be.  We  might  have,  in  ten  years,  an 
increase  to  our  ministry  of  two  thousand, 
or  more;  without  exhausting  the  men 
or  resources  of  the  Church,  one  tenth  as 
much,  as  the  state  taxed  her  resources 
during  the  war.  Shall  not  our  glorious 
Reformed  Church,  with  the  memory  of 
her  martyr  deeds  revived  in  late  years, 
now  arise,  in  the  heroic  faith  of  her  sons, 
and  meet  the  present  emergency? 

Years  ago,  in  our  boyhood,  we  remem- 
ber the  number  given,  of  the  Episcopal 
ministry  in  this  country,  was  about  the 
same  as  that  of  our  Church.  •  Now,  they 
have  more  than  five  times  as  many  as  we 
have — and  with  then  as  now,  a  smaller 
native  membership,  and  far  fewer  immi- 
grants from  which  to  draw  an  increase. 
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In  a  single  average  diocese,  they  added 
in  one  year  lately,  thirty,  to  the  number 
of  their  ministry — five-sixths  of  which 
were  gathered  from  where  they  had  not 
strewn,  and  taken  up  from  where  they 
had  not  laid  down. 

Lutheran  ministers  have  also  increased 
more  than  those  of  our  own  number 
Some  twenty  or  more  years  ago,  if  memo- 
ry is  not  at  fault,  they  had  only  a  little 
more  than  double  that  of  the  Reformed 
Church.  Now  they  have  between  two 
and  three  thousand!  They  have  largely, 
the  same  kind  of  people,  and  similar 
material  resources  with  ourselves.  They 
have  however  a  growing  ministry. 

EACH  TO  DO  HIS  PART. 

Right  plain  is  it,  then,  in  the  com- 
parison of  ourselves  with  others,  simi- 
larly conditioned;  and  also,  from  a  fair 
view  of  what  we  have  in  the  way  of 
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resources — that  we  can  supply  the  seem- 
ingly great  demand  for  increase  in  the 
number  of  ministers.  In  a  single  year, 
during  the  Ter-centenary  Jubilee,  we 
increased  on  our  former  benevolence,  ten- 
fold; and  instead  of  this  having  ex- 
hausted the  Church,  that  only  helped  us 
to  do  something  like  as  well,  every  year 
since.  Thus  it  is  always;  that,  in  doing 
our  duty,  the  Lord  blesses  us.  The 
Church  would  never  be  so  greatly  blest, 
as  now,  if  she  only  should  at  once  conse- 
crate her  increased  thousand  ministers, 
to  the  service  of  our  Lord  in  his  Great 
Harvest. 

Possible  it  is,  to  do  this.  Feasible  too, 
is  this  way  to  meet  the  great  demand. 
Practical  is  it  also,  if  only  the  people 
have  a  heart  for  the  work.  Whether  it 
shall  indeed  become  actual;  whether 
the  Lord's  voice  will  be  heard  and 
obeyed;    whether  parents  will  take  the 
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matter  to  heart  and,  praying  over  it,  will 
devote  and  prepare  their  sons,  in  heart 
and  mind,  for  the  work,  and  bring  them 
forward  in  large  enough  numbers,  re- 
mains to  be  seen.  And  finally  it  is  to 
be  determined:  whether  the  Christian 
love,  filial  gratitude  and  church  zeal  will 
fire  the  hearts  of  her  sons;  whether  the 
cry  of  perishing  souls,  and  the  threaten- 
ing danger  and  loss  will  awaken  their 
sense  of  duty  to  their  race;  and  whether 
the  glorious  prospects  of  our  mother,  the 
Church,  in  her  future  toils  and  triumphs 
in  the  cause  of  Christ,  struggling  against 
gin  and  hell,  will  move  them  to  enlist 
under  His  banner  and  as  leaders  of  the 
people  go  forth  to  the  holy  war. 

Jesus  will  conquer.  His  Church  shall 
triumph,— for  He  has  declared  it, — over 
all  the  powers  of  evil,  in  league  against 
her  peace  and  prosperity.  His  glorious 
kingdom  must  be  made  victorious,  pre- 
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vailing  over  darkness  and  death.  But 
who  will  be  the  victorious  veterans,  re- 
turned from  the  contest?  Who  will  wear 
the  crown  of  glory,  obtained  in  a  martyr 
service?  Young  follower  of  the  cross, 
what  heroic  work  are  you  doing?  And 
now,  if  the  great  work  is  to  be  done, 
which  He  has  committed  to  our  Church, 
should  you  not  be  one  of  the  one  thousand 
more  needed  ministers.  It  is  only  possi- 
ble, feasible,  practical  and  actual,  if  you 
each  do  your  part 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


A  Call  to  the  Holy  Minis- 
try. 

"  Go  preach  my  Gospel,  saith  the  Lord, 
Bid  the  whole  earth  my  grace  receive.'9 

"  'Tis  not  a  cause  of  small  import, 

The  pastor's  care  demands; 
But  what  might  fill  an  angel's  heart, — - 

It  filled  our  Saviour's  hands. 
They  watch  for  souls  for  whom  the  Lord 

Did  heavenly  bliss  forego  ; 
For  souls  that  must  forever  live 

In  rapture,  or  in  woe." 

You  want  to  know  now,  as  to  whether 
you  are  really  called  to  enter  the  minis- 
try. 
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Sacred  conditions  surround  the  holy 
office,  and  jealous  guards  protect  it 
from  profanation.  No  one  can  properly 
by  any  mere  human  act  or  self-will  or  per- 
sonal fitness,  take  this  office  upon  himself. 
Those  who  enter  upon  it,  must  be  Di- 
vinely called  and  authoritatively  com- 
missioned by  the  voice  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  the  Church.  No  amount  of 
personal  piety  or  individual,  subjective 
religious  sentiment  can  by  that  alone, 
fit  one  for  its  awful  responsibilities  and 
duties. 

Ministers  of  Christ  and  stewards  of 
the  mysteries  of*  God,  are  called  to  preach 
the  word  and  administer  the  holy  sacra- 
ments of  the  gospel.  They  are  to  serve 
the  Church,  to  instruct  the  people,  to 
offer  up  their  united  worship,  to  feed 
the  flock,  to  guard  and  guide  the  sheep 
and  lambs,  and  to  govern  in  the  name 
of  Christ,  His  body,  the  Church.  They 
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must  be  called,  as  were  the  apostles  and 
their  successors,  and  set  in  office  by  the 
same  divinely  ordaining  power. 

To  one,  who  would  sincerely  desire 
to  hear  the  Lord's  call  of  duty;  and  yet, 
fears  rashly,  to  come  before  Him  with 
strange  fire,  or  to  assume  the  work 
without  authority — it  is  all  important 
to  know;  What  is  his  call  to  the  gospel 
ministry?  He  dares  not,  from  rashness 
or  blind  mistaken  zeal,  enter  where  he 
is  not  called;  lest  the  Lord  say  to  him: 
What  hast  thou  to  do,  to  declare  my 
statutes?  Nor  on  the  other  hand,  dare 
he  refuse  or  disobey  the  divine  call,  if 
there  be  for  him  really  one;  lest  he  come 
short  of  his  duty,  and  reap  the  woe  laid 
upon  him  who  having  been  called  and 
sent,  preaches  not  the  gospel. 

What  then  constitutes  a  call  to  the 
gospel  ministry?  Various  answers  to 
this  question,  have  been  given,  in  more 
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or  less  elaborate  and  scientific  treaties. 
But  for  our  present  purpose,  the  plainer 
this  solemn  subject  is  considered,  the 
more  likely  will  it  be  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  case. 

GENERAL  CALL  FROM  WITHOUT. 

From  the  general  drift  of  what  has 
been  assumed  ail  along,  one  main  part 
will  be  first  of  all,  Christ's  need  of  proper 
men,  to  carry  on  His  ministry.  The  duty 
of  meeting  this  want  plainly  belongs  some- 
where, and  this  work  is  to  be  done  by 
some  persons  now  living.  These  are  to 
be  taken  from  among  Christ's  obedient 
followers.  He  does  not  care  to  have  any 
slaves,  or  receive  any  slavish  service. 
From  among  those  who  love  Him,  and 
who,  because  they  do  love  Him,  are  will- 
ing and  ready  to  be  led  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  the  path-way  of  duty;  from 
such  He  selects  His  ministerial  servants. 
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His  call  comes  truly  and  divinely  to 
them  in  the  need  His  Church  has  for  such 
service.  In  proportion  as  that  need  is 
great  and .  pressing,  does  that  call  come 
with  force  and  constraining  authority  to 
those  who  are  providentially  confronted 
with  it.  Thus,  if  it  is  plain  that  the 
wants  of  the  Church?  in  any  branch 
demand  one  hundred,  or  one  thousand, 
or  more  ministers;  that  fact  itself,  is  an 
evident  call  to  one  hundred  or  one  thou- 
sand, or  more  men  as  the  case  may  be, 
to  come  forward  and  receive  the  author- 
ized commission  to  do  the  work. 

Were  it  not  so,  then  there  would  be 
this  charge  against  divine  wisdom,  that 
there  is  more  want  than  God  has  provi- 
ded means  to  supply.  No  one,  even  to 
help  in  excusing  himself  from  a  call  of 
duty,  would  take  this  absurd  position. 
We  are  then  shut  up  to  the  truth :  that 
God  has  no  more  work  in  His  Church  to 
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be  done,  than  He  has  assigned  and  called 
fit  laborers  to  do. 

Given  then:  the  fact  that  there  is 
work  to  be  done;  and  also  that  there 
are  provisions  made  to  prepare  men  for 
the  doing  of  the  work;  and,  that  the 
authorities  of  the  Church,  those  who 
have  a  right  to  do  so,  are  willing  and 
ready  to  designate  such  a  needed  number 
to  do  that  work;  and  further,  that  these 
existing  powers  are  prepared  to  call  and 
commission,  so  many  as  are  required  to 
enter  upon  that  work,  with  full  authority; 
and  moreover,  that  there  are  no  miracu- 
lous ways, — in  fact,  no  other  way  of 
reaching  the  matter;  all  this  makes  the 
first  main  conditiou  of  the  call  plain. 

PERSONAL  CALL, 

Quite  as  important  and  equally  as 
solemn  a  part,  or  constituent  of  this 
call  to  the  holy  ministry,  is  to  know, 
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to  whom  it  is  addressed.  That  the 
Church  needs,  and  therefore,  that  Christ 
calls  a  thousand  more  ministers  to  the 
work,  in  addition  to  the  laborers  now  on 
duty  in  our  Zion,  is  after  all  only  a  gene- 
ral truth.  But  there  is  a  particular  and 
special  condition  to  the  call  of  our  Lord 
to  His  ministerial  servants.  The  father 
of  the  two  sons  said  to  them  distinctly 
and  each  in  person:  Son,  go  work  to-day! 

With  you,  then,  this  divine  call  is  a 
personal  matter.  But  it  does  not  come 
in  any  miraculous  way.  God  uses  means, 
regularly  appointed  and  divinely  consti- 
tuted, to  carry  on  His  work  among  men 
for  their  salvation.  He  does  not  speak, 
as  in  time  past  to  Samuel,  or  to  Saul. 
He  does  not  mutter  His  call  in  the 
thunder's  voice,  nor  write  it  in  the  light- 
ning's flash.,  nor  whisper  it  in  vain  dreams. 
He  has  given  us  a  more  sure  word  of 
prophecy. 
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Unless  you  have  heard  Him  therefore, 
in  His  word,  in  his  preached  truth,  in  the 
holy  service  and  communions  of  His 
sanctuary,  addressing  you  in  the  movings 
of  the  Holy  Spirit's  wooings;  challenging 
your  love  and  bidding  you  feed  His 
sheep  and  His  lambs,— you  have  not 
known  much  of  the  divine  call  to  become 
a  minister.  But  if  you  have  the  love 
of  Christ  shed  abroad  in  your  heart;  if 
you  desire  to  live  and  labor  for  His  glory 
in  saving  souls ;  if  the  love  of  Christ  con- 
straineth  you  to  spend  and  be  spent  in 
the  service  and  defence  of  the  gospel; 
and,  if  the  wants  of  the  Church  have 
become  a  burden  to  your  heart;  if  the 
destitutions  of  Zion  cry  to  your  soul, 
appealing  for  relief;  if  the  great  whitening 
harvest  speaks  to  your  conscience  with 
a  force  that  makes  you  willing  to  aid 
in  gathering  at  least  some  portion — then 
the  call  has  doubtless  come  home  to  you. 
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And,  it  may  indeed  be  woe  to  you  if  you 
preach  not  the^  gospel.  The  degree  to 
which  you  may  or  may  not  have  felt 
all  this/  does  not  alter  the  fact  of  its 
having  come  to  you. 

Zealous  piety  and  all  the  other  moral 
qualities  needed,  are  however  not  the 
only  requisites.  If  you  have  not  also 
average  common  sense  or  mother  wit, 
a  fair  talent  to  learn,  tolerable  ability  to 
speak, 'with  some  degree  of  memory;  in 
short,  if  you  lack  the  ordinary  intellectual 
abilities,  it  is  not  likely,  though  it  may 
be  possible,  that  you  are  called  to  the 
ministry. 

OTHER  HELPS. 

But  naturally  modest  persons,  are  not 

in  this  matter  the  best,  and  certainly 

not  the  only  judges,  of  their  own  abilities. 

It  is   proper  therefore   in  determining 

qualifications  as  to  this  matter,  to  take 
8 
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the  advice  and  judgment  of  judicious 
friends  into  the  account  In  fact,  you 
are  to  use  all  the  means  God  has  given 
you,  all  the  light  which  He  lets  shine 
upon  your  soul,  to  settle  the  line  of 
duty. 

Your  pastor  s  suggestion  may  be  God's 
chosen  way  of  telling  you,  as  your  spirit- 
ual guide,  that  He  needs  your  services  in 
the  work  of  the  ministry.  He  may  have 
discovered,  what  might  have  long  been 
allowed  to  slumber  in  silence  but  for  his 
intimation,  that  you  could  do  good  as 
an  humble  laborer  in  the  Lord's  harvest. 
If  he  has  wisely  suggested  that  it  is  your 
duty  to  prepare  for  preaching  the  gospel ; 
it  is  most  likely  as  divine  a  call  to  the 
ministry,  as  his  preaching  and  teaching 
was  to  you  a  divine  call  to  repentance 
and  obedience  unto  salvation. 

Joined  with  this,  may  also  be,  the 
longing  prayer  of  a  father  or  mother, 
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who  early  consecrated  you  to  the  service 
of  Christ,  if  it  please  Him,  in  the  min- 
istry of  reconciliation.  Declarations  to 
you  of  this  fact,  along  with  parental 
entreaties  and  heart-felt  exhortations,  are 
also  divine  voices  calling  you  to  the 
work;  for  they  are  in  God's  stead  to  you, 
by  His  own  appointment.  Then  too,  a 
tenderly  loving  sister,  who  cannot  her- 
self go  personally  into  this  field  of  duty, 
may  yet  desire  the  next  best  thing,  that 
is  to  help  her  brother  into  this  heavenly 
calling.  So,  other  Christian  friends  may 
also  join  in  directing  your  attention  to 
this  call;  and  in  all  these  together  it  is 
not  hard  to  see  the  hand  of  divine  Provi- 
dence in  the  union  of  the  concurrent 
whole. 

Above  all;  the  constituted 1  authorities 

n 

of  the  church,  whose  duty  it  is  to  note 
the  wants  of  Zion,  and  as  they  can, 
supply  them;  from  the  Synods  down  to 
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to  the  church  papers,  importunately 
speaking  under  the  rulings  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  have  called  to  the  young  men  of 
the  Church  to  come  forward  and  enter 
our  far  too  scanty  ranks  of  the  ministry. 
You  were  not  excepted  from  that  call, 
and  will  not  he,  until  there  are  more 
responses  than  are  needed  to  meet  the 
whole  great  demand.  These  are  the 
ways,  in  which  God  directs  a  personal 
call  to  you.  A  willing  and  obedient 
heart  will  readily  understand. 


FINAL  DECISION. 

Now  dearly  beloved!  what  more  do 
you  need  in  the  settlement  of  the  solemn 
issue  here  before  you?  Determine  in 
the  light  of  Divine  truth,  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  whether 
God  is,  or  is  not,  calling  you  to  labor 
as  a  minister,  in  the  gathering  of  His 
great  spiritual  harvest.    Moved  by  Di- 
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vine  love,  impelled  by  Christian  gratitude, 
led  by  the  heavenly  power  of  faith,  and 
swayed  by  the  holier  influences  of  re- 
deeming  grace;  what  is  now  the  answer 
you  make,  to  the  voices  calling  you  to 
labor  for  the  relief  of  the  great  necessities 
of  the  Church  !  You  have  often  sung 
from  an  honest  heart,  "  I  love  thy  Church, 
0  God!"  and  have  as  faithfully  vowed— 

"  For  her  my  tears  shall  fall ; 
For  her  my  prayers  ascend ; 
To  her  my  cares  and  toils  be  given, 
Till  toils  and  cares  shall  end. 

Beyond  my  highest  joy 

I  prize  her  heavenly  ways, 
Her  sweet  communion,  solemn  vows, 

Her  bymns  of  love  and  praise." 

If  you  sincerely  desire  to  be  divinely 
led,  seek  by  prayer  the  enlightening 
influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  is  come 
to  be  your  Comforter.    Walking  by  faith 


118  OUR  HARVEST  FIELD, 

in  the  light  of  God's  word  of  Truth,  and 
*  using  the  helps  He  gives  you  here,  you 
will  not  be  left  long  in  the  dark,  as  to 
your  duty;  but,  in  answer  to  prayerfinl 
search,  you  will  find  the  way  to  the  path 
of  your  holy  calling.  Having  a  willing 
heart,  with  the  aid  of  your  pastor,  your 
parents,  your  friends,  and  your  con- 
science, ruled  by  the  Word  and  Spirit 
of  God,  you  will  likely  learn  plainly  what 
the  Lord  would  have  you  do. 

Then,  it  will  be  for  you  to  act;  act 
promptly  in  child-like  obedience  to  your 
sense  of  duty.  No  matter  what  other 
plans  it  disarranges;  no  matter  what 
sacrifice  it  costs;  no  matter  who  is  sur- 
prised or  disappointed — go  bravely  and 
nobly  forward  in  Christ's  name.  Go,  if 
it  need  be,  into  comparative  poverty,  into 
exile  from  friends,  into  voluntary  hard- 
ships, into  physical  and  social  self-denials; 
enduring    hardness,    laboring   long,  in 
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season  and  out  of  season,  and  counting 
all  things  but  dross,  that  you  may  in  the 
best  way  you  can,  serve  the  cause  of 
Christ,  who  died  to  save  our  souls  from 
death.  If  you  can  thus  do  more  good 
for  the  Church  and  redeemed  souls,  than 
in  any  other  life-calling;  then,  it  is  doubt- 
less your  duty,  to  prepare  for  the  work 
of  the  ministry.  Immediately,  confer  not 
with  flesh  and  blood ! 

And  may  you  so  decide,  and  so  live 
and  labor,  and  so  render  your  account,  as 
to  receive  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God, 
Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost!  Amen! 
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